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PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will be found in 
a list facing p. 2 of the advertisements, and among the publi- 
cations in question attention is especially drawn to those referred 
to in the following notice. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of April, 1900, have been pub- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Cuuntries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 13d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts, ‘The “ Annual Statement” for 1899 
will shortly be published. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


For a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series, issued by the Foreign Office, and the Reports issued 
by the Colonial Office, see pp. 369 and 370. 


| 
307 


308 THE BOARD OF TRADE, JOURNAL. [ May 17,1900... 


ROYAL PROCLAMATION. 


The following is the text of a Royal Proclamation published in 
the ‘‘ London Gazette ” of the 17th inst. :— 


By the Queen : 


A PLOCLAMATION. 
Victoria, R. : 

WHEREAS certain portions of the territory known as the 
Orange Free State are in the occupation of Our Military Forces, 
and whereas it is necessary and desirable that the supply of 
goods, wares, and merchandise from Our Colonies of the Cape 
of Good Hope and Natal, to such portions of the Orange Free 
State should be permitted, now, therefore, We do hereby 
proclaim and direct that from and after the date hereof, and 
until further Proclamation, goods, wares, and merchandise may 
be supplied from Our Colonies of the Cape of Good Hope and 
Natal, or any part of such Colonies, to such portions of the 
territory known as the Orange Free State as may from time to 
time be defined, and under such Regulations as may from time 
to time be made by Proclamation or Government Notice issued 
by the Governor of each of Our said Colonies respectively. 

Given at Our Court at Windsor, this Fifteenth day 
of May, in the Year of our Lord One Thousand 
Nine Hundred, and in the Sixty-third Year of 
Our Reign. 

Gop Save THE QUEEN. 


FOURTH CONGRESS OF CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF 
THE EMPIRE. 

The Fourth Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire 
will be held, by kind permission of the Prime Wardens and Court 
of Assistants, in the Hall of the Worshipful Company of Fish- 
mongers, London Bridge, E.C., on 26th, 27th, 28th, and 29th June. 

The programme of business which has been drawn out, subject 
to approval by the Resolutions Committee, contains the following 
subjects, among others, for consideration, viz. :— 

Commercial relations between the Mother Country, her Colonies 
and Dependencies ; Development of British Central Africa ; 
Bounties; Decimal System of Weights and Measures; Trade 
Marks; Municipal Trading ; Secret Commissions ; British Interests 
in the Far East ; and Imperial Telegraphic Communication. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Tight Railways Act, 1896. Report of the Proceedings of the 
Board of Trade during the year 1899, and of the Proceedings of 
the Light Railway Commissioners during the period from the 1st 
December, 1898, to the 31st December, 1899. 105. Price 54d. 


This return shows that in the year 1896-7 56 applications were 
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made to the Light Railway Commissioners for orders to authorise 
light railways, in the year 1897-8 65 applications, and in the year 
1898-9 94 applications. In the month of November, 1899, for the 
first half of the year 1899-1900 43 applications were made. 
During the year 1898-9 37 fresh orders were submitted by the 
Light Railway Commissioners to the Board for confirmation, 18 of 
which, as well as 17 outstanding orders, were confirmed by the 
Board during the year. The return contains a list of all appli- 
cations made to the Commissioners and shows the action taken 
on each. 


Return of Prices of Irish Agricultural Produce for the years 1881 
to 1899 inclusive. Cd.113. Price 1s. 114d. 

This return, which is issued by the Agricultural Department of 
the Irish Land Commission, contains tables and diagrams showing 
the fluctuations in the prices in Ireland of native wheat, barley, 
oats, hay, potatoes, butter, pork, flax, wool, eggs, beef, mutton, 
cattle and sheep, &c., during the period from 1881 to 1899 


inclusive. ' 


Statistical Tubles relating to Emigration and Immigration from 
and into the United Kingdom in the year 1899. 163. Price 63d. 


This return, which is prepared annually in the Board of Trade, 
shows that the total result of the passenger movement into and 
from the United Kingdom in 1899 represents a balance outwards 
of about 22,000 persons, a number smaller than in 1898 by 14,000 
persons. The total number of British and Irish emigrants from 
the United Kingdom to places out of Europe in 1899 was 146,362, 
as compared with 140,644 in 1898, and 146,460 in 1897. The 
tables appended to the report show the numbers of emigrants and 
immigrants of each class and nationality, and contain statistics of 
relief granted to indigent immigrant Jews. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
Tenders from such persons as may be willing to 
. supply brass boiler tubes. The conditions of 

Boiler Tubes. oontract may be obtained on application to the 
Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
Tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o'clock, p.m., on 
Tuesday the 22nd May, 1900, after which time no Tender will be 
received. 

az 


Tenders for Brass 
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CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to 

Enquiries Canadian trade received at the Canadian 
3 Government Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., 

relating to Trade. where further information may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries.—A prominent merchant in Cork (Ireland) 


desires to secure the agency of a first-class Canadian miller not 
already represented in that city. 

A firm of colonial merchants in London desire to get into 
communication with a good firm of merchants with a connection 
in metal and hardware trades to whom they could ship. 

An egg merchant in South Wales desires to have addresses of 
Canadian exporters of eggs. 

A firm of exporters of hatters’ furs desiring to extend their 
connection with the Dominion, ask to be placed in communication 
with felt hat manufacturers in Canada. 

A Scotch house desire to have the names of Canadian firms 
manufacturing wood dowels for export. 


Canadian Enquiries.—The representative of a Canadian house, 
manufacturing churns, washing machines, pumps, spade and disc 
harrows, pulpers and cutting machines, &c., desires to hear from 
probable importers. 

A commission merchant in Hamilton, Ontario, will be happy to 
answer enquiries regarding goods saleable in that neighbourhood. 

A request has been received from a Montreal house who desire to 
act as buyers in Canada for British firms in the provision trade. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Section of the Imperial Institute, from the Curator of 
which Section further particulars may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries—A Welsh firm would like to hear from Canadian 
houses which can supply fir pitwood, with the bark adhering, as 
used in collieries. 

A Scotch house asks to be placed in communication with 
Canadian makers of wood dowels. 

A West of England firm interested in the biscuit trade is pre- 
pared to correspond with Canadian makers of these goods who 
wish to export. 

A London firm possessing branches in the principal ports of the 
United Kingdom and already dealing in several kinds of Canadian 
goods is desirous of increasing this connection and invites comma- 
nications from Canadian exporters. 

Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian shipper of bones and other 
animal refuse desires names of British importers. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


According to the New York “Journal of Commerce,” a considerable 

: quantity of machinery and material will be 

nee required at an early date by the Stave Lake 
Machine y 

ay: Power Company, Limited, of Vancouver, British 

Columbia, which was recently incorporated in Vancouver with a 

capital of 200,0001. The company has acquired a waterfall on the 

Stave river, 42 miles from the city, and proposes to generate power 


and transmit it to Vancouver. It is reported that the company 
will spend upwards of half a million dollars on the new plant. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


With reference to a notice on p. “% of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 22nd February, a communication 
d nips has been received at the Board of Trade from the 
8 Agent-General for New South Wales, giving 
Sydney Harbour. otice that in view of representations made to 
the New South Wales Government it was deemed desirable to 
extend the time for submitting designs and Tenders for the 
proposed bridge across Sydney Harbour. Tenders and designs may 
now be deposited at the office of the Agent-General for New South 
Wales, 9, Victoria Street, S.W., as well as at the Department of 
Public Works, Sydney, New South Wales, not later than noon on 
the Ist August, 1900. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


The following notices for the supply of railway materials in South 

, Australia have been received at the Board of 

Railway Trade through the courtesy of the Agent- 
Materials. General for that Colony. 

Tenders will be received at the Supply and Tender Board Office, 
Adelaide, up till 3 o’clock p.m. of Wednesday, 4th July, 1900, for 
the supply of the following materials, delivered in bond on wharf, 
Port Adelaide, wharfage to be paid-by the contractor :— 


108 mild steel boiler plates. 
63 mild steel boiler plates for flanging. 
9 mild steel smokebox tube plates for flanging (drawings 1s. 
each). 
9 <a tube plates for flanging (drawings 1s. each). 
9 copper back plates for flanging (drawings 1s. each). 
9 copper wrapping plates. 
390 bars best Yorkshire iron. 
2,150 solid drawn copper boiler tubes. 
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18 bars best Yorkshire angle iron (drawings 1s. each). 
13 bars best Yorkshire tee iron (drawings 1s. each). 
108 plates Netherton Crown iron. 
140 plates charcoal iron or extra B.B.S. 
9 steam pressure gauges (drawings 1s. 6d. each). 
12 safety valve springs (drawings 1s. 6d. each). 
9 solid drawn copper steam pipes. 
12 double Detroit sight feed cylinder lubricators. 
20 Gresham’s combination injectors. 
6,470 Stone’s patent bronze flexible unscrewed firebox stays. 
1 calorimeter or coal testing apparatus. 
18 bars of coping iron for cab (drawings 1s. each). 
9 circular plates of best Yorkshire iron. 
74 solid drawn copper pipes. 


_ Specifications may be seen and forms of Tender obtained at the 
above office, and at the office of the Locomotive Engineer, Islington 
(South Australia). Specifications may also be seen at the office 
of the Agent-General for South Australia, in London. 

Copies of indent, with specification complete (13s. each), and 
drawings may be obtained at the Locomotive Engineer’s office, 
Islington (South Australia). 

- Date of delivery, as well as the names of the manufacturers of 
the materials tendered for must be distinctly stated in each Tender. 

The materials are to be subject to the inspection, test, and 
approval of the Government Inspecting Engineer in London, or 
the Locomotive Engineer in Adelaide. 

The expenses of the Inspecting Engineer will be paid by the 
Agent-General, London (except in cases as specified), who will also 
advance 75 per cent. on the contract upon receipt of bills of lading, 
insurance policy, and the usual shipping documents, accompanied 
by the certificate of the Inspecting Engineer, and the balance of 
the contract will be paid in Adelaide or London, at the option of 
the contractor, upon satisfactory delivery of the materials. 

Tenders should be endorsed ‘“‘ Tender for railway materials.” 

General Conditions of Tendering. | 

1. All Tenders must be upon the proper forms, which must not 
be altered, enclosed in an ehvelope addressed to the South 
Australia Supply and Tender Board, and clearly endorsed “ Tender 
for —————” (the work or supplies tendered for), 

2. Drawings and specifications may be seen and inspected free ° 
of charge, or may be purchased at the prices stated ; when purchased 
at a cost of 1/. and upwards, the amount will be returned to 
unsuccessful tenderers who have sent in a bona fide Tender, upon 
return of the documents in good condition within one week from 
date of notice of non-acceptance of Tender. 

3. Work done in the colony in connection with any contracts 
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that may be entered into is to be carried out under the eight hours 
system. 

: 4. The Supply and Tender Board reserve the right to accept a 
portion or the whole of any Tender, and all Tenders must be subject 
to this condition. 

5, Successful tenderers will be required, within seven days of 
date of notice of acceptance of Tender, to make a deposit equal to 
5 per cent. of the total value of the accepted Tender as security for 
the due fulfilment of contract. 

6. Neither the lowest nor any Tender will be necessarily accepted. 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Chris- 


0 tiania, stating that tenders are invited by the 
a Norwegian military authorities for the supply 


of 300 cavalry saddles for troopers, 150 cavalry 
saddles for officers, 150 sword belts for artillery, N.C.Os., and 
100 sword belts for cavalry N.C.Os. Tenders for these articles, 
which in the case of foreigners should be made through an agent 
resident in Christiania, must be received by the Commissary- 
General for the Army in Christiania by 10 a.m. on the 30th 
instant. 

Conditions of tender and models of the goods required can be 
seen by the agent at the Army Storekeeper’s Office in Christiania. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Chris- 


f — h tiania, stating that tenders are invited by the 
Norwegian State Railways Administration, 
eo not later than the 23rd instant, for the supply 


of telegraph and telephone materials. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 1] a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice relating to harbour buoys for Bilbao, 
Harbour B which appeared on p. 253 of the “ Board of 
for nga Trade Journal” for 10th inst., such particulars 

: as have been received from H.M. Ambassador 


in Madrid may be examined on personal application at the 
Commercial Department of the Foreign Office, any day between 
the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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With reference te the notice as to electric tramways in Madrid, 

which appeared on p. 253 of the “ Board of 

. Trade Journal” for 10th inst., such particulars 

Madrid. as have been received from H.M. Ambassador 

in Madrid may be examined on _ personal 

application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office, 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5.p.m. 


TURKEY, 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 

from H.M. Consul-General at Canea, a transla- 

a lation of a notice published in the Cretan 

‘ Official Gazette on the subject of a concession 

for the construction and working of railways in the Island of 

Crete. The concession is to be for fifty years, for the following 
metre gauge lines :— 

(a) Canea, Alikianon, Platania, Castelli, Kissamo ; 

(b) Canea, Suda, Rethymo ; 

c) Candia (Messara), Pyrghiotissa ; 

G Rethymo, Milopotamo, Gharazon ; 

(e) Candia, Pediada, Mirambello, Hierapetra and Candia, 
Gharazon ; 
on a basis of 15 centimes per head per kilo. for 1st class passengers, 

and 10 _,, 2nd 
and15 ,,  perton for packages of goods, 
and 19 _,, for goods in bulk. 

Tenders will be received prior to 10th July next. 

The notice, which it is intended to publish in extenso in an 
early number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” and which purports 
to give the principal clauses of the Convention, may be consulted 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, S.W., between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 

H.M. Consul-General notes that no surveys of the proposed 
lines have yet been made. 


UNITED STATES. 


The British Vice-Consul at Kansas City reports, as an instance of 
Chemical success attending the establishing of manu- 
Products factures, that a chemical company recently 

started for the manufacture of sulphuric acid 

and other chemicals necessary in manufactures 

_ has already made an advance sale of ‘its entire - 


and 
Fertilisers. 


product for at least 12 months ahead, and this: in spite of the fact 
that its works are not yet completed or in operation. The chemical 
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company referred to is situated near the large smelting works in 
Argentine (some five miles only from Kansas City), and the pyrites 
is thus cheaply obtained from the tailings shipped to the smelter. 

In connection with the question of animal charcoal works, it 
should be mentioned that much attention has lately been given in 
parts of Nebraska to the growing of sugar beets, so that a market 
for the animal charcoal for sugar refining purposes might be 
secured, and again, the by-products, such as bone fertilisers, might 
any time be required locally, though at present these would 
require to be exported to find a market. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,414.) 


The Vice-Consul at Kansas City further reports that notice should 

be especially directed to the tea trade. Until 

Tea Trade. of late years tea has been little used throughout 

this western country, but recently a large 

demand has grown up. ‘This is a trade that ought to be exclusively 

in British hands, and energetic action now would be likely to 

result in acquiring a permanent and growing market. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,414.) 


NICARAGUA. 

The United States Consul at Managua reports that the question of 

: establishing a line to extend the railroad system 

of Nicaragua to the Atlantic by the way of 

' and Bluetields, is now being considered by the 

Government. Bids have not yet been advertised for, but an effort 

is being made to arrange for the immediate construction of a line 

either to connect Rama with the railroad now in operation between 

Managua and Granada or with Lake Nicaragua at San Ubaldo. 

The distance is about 150 miles in the former and about 105 miles 

in the latter case. The Government will give as guarantee for this 

work a certain percentage of the import duties collected at Blue- 
fields. 


BRAZIL. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Tenders for the from the Acting British Consul-General at 
Rio de Janeiro, stating that Tenders are invited 
keane ae by the Brazilian Government, not later than 
Railway. the 31st inst., for the lease, during 30 years, 

of the South of Pernambuco (State) Railway. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office, any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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The. following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the ‘Labour Gazette” 
and for the “ Board of Trade Journal.” It is based on 2,597 
returns, viz., 1,782 from employers, 653 from trade unions, and 
162 from other sources. 

The general state of employment during April has remained 
good in most of the important industries, though some show a 
slight downward tendency. 

In the 137 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 525,865, 13,075 (or 2°5 per cent.) were reported as 
unemployed at the end of April, compared with 2°3 per cent in 
March, and with 2:2 per cent. in the 123 unions, with a member- 
ship of 495,496, from which returns were received for April, 1899. 

Employment in Various Industries—Coal Mining.—Employ- 
ment in April has continued good, although the average time 
worked has been lowered through the Easter holidays. At 
collieries at which 449,372 workpeople were employed, the pits 
worked on an average 5°19 days per week in the four weeks ended 
21st April, as compared with 5°24 days a year ago. 

Iron Mining—Employment continues good, and the number of 
days worked has been greater than a year ago. ‘The average 
number of days worked by iron mines and open works at which 
16,805 workpeople were employed in the four weeks ended 21st 
April was 5°64 per week, compared with 5°59 days in April, 1899. 

Pig Iron Industry—Employment continues good, and has im- 
proved. At the works of 116 iron masters 383 furnaces were 
in blast at the end of April, employing about 26,073 workpeople, 
as compared with 377 furnaces with 25,841 workpeople employed 
at the end of March, and 380 furnaces with 25,039 workpeople 
employed a year ago. 

Iron and Steel Manufacture—-Employment continues good, 
showing a slight deciine as compared with March, but continuing 
noticeably better than a year ago. At 208 works covered by the 
returns, employing 82,780 workpeople at the end of April, the 
total volume of employment (taking into account both the 
numbers employed and the number of shifts worked) has 
diminished by 1:2 per cent. as compared with March, but has 
increased by 4°0 per cent. as compared with a year ago. 

Tinplate Trade—KEmployment shows a decline as compared 
with March, but is still much better than a year ago. At the 
end of April 411 mills were at work (including those engaged in 
the manufacture of black plates), compared with 420 mills at the 
end of March, and 354 mills at the end of April, 1899. The 
number of workpeople employed at the end of April, 1900, is 
estimated to be about 25,900. 

Employment in the Engineering and Metal trades has remained 
good. The percentage of unemployed union members in this 
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group of trades at the end of April was 2°4, compared with 2°2 
per cent. in March, and also in April, 1899. 

In the Shipbuilding trades, employment remains good, and has 
somewhat improved. The percentage of unemployed union 
members at the end of April was 2°1, compared with 2°5 in 
March. The percentage for April 1899, was also 2:1. 

Employment in the Building trades has still further improved, 
and is good in most branches. The percentage of unemployed 
union members among carpenters and plumbers at the end of 
April was 2-2, compared with 2°6 in March, and 1:3 per cent. in 
April of last year. 

In the Furnishing trades employment has continued to improve 
in most branches, andis now good. The percentage of unemployed 
union members at the end of April was 1°3, compared with 2°4 in 
March, and 0°8 per cent. in April, 1899. 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades has fallen 
off, and is not up to the average for the time of year. The 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of April was 
4:1, compared with 3°6 in March. The percentage for April, 
1899, was 3°0. 

In the Paper trade employment has remained good, the 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of April 
being 2-1, compared with 2:2 in March and 2:4 per cent. in April 
of last year. 

In the Glass trades the percentage of unemployed union 
members at the end of April was 9°0, compared with 9°8 in 
April, 1899. 

Employment in the Leather trades is good. The percentage 
of unemployed union members at the end of April was 1-7, 
compared with 1:3 in March and 2°6 per cent. in April of last 
rear. 

: Employment in the Boot and Shoe trade continues fairly good 
on the whole. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Tailoring trade has 
improved, and is fairly good; in the ready-made branch it 
continues good, and shows a further improvement. 

Employment continues good in the Spinning and Weaving 
branches of the Cotton trade. Information respecting Cotton 
factories employing about 81,700 women and girls, shows that 
97 per cent. of those in Spinning mills and 94 per cent. of 
those in Weaving factories, were working in factories giving full 
employment during the month, compared with 100 and 96 per cent. 
respectively in March, and with 95 and 88 per cent. respectively 
a year ago. 

Employment in the Woollen and Worsted trades, although still 
good, shows a slight decline. In the Hosiery trade it remains 
very good, 
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Dock and Riverside Labour in London.—Employment at the 
docks and wharves has improved as compared with a year ago, but 
has declined as compared with March. During the four weeks 
ended 28th April, an average number of 14,176 labourers were 
employed daily at all the docks and principal wharves, as compared 
with averages of 14,937 in March, and 13,972 in April, 1899. 

Agricultural Labourers were well employed in the month of 
April. The weather was generally very favourable for outdoor 
employment, and there were arrears of work to overtake owing to 
unfavourable weather in the earlier part of the year. 


Trade Disputes.—Fifty-two fresh disputes occurred in April, 
1900, involving 31,181 workpeople, of whom 29,838 were directly, 
and 1,343 indirectly affected. The corresponding number of dis- 
putes in March was 40, involving 10,049 workpeople, and in 
April, 1899, 63, involving 15,741 workpeople. The principal 
dispute of the month was that affecting about 20,000 pottery 
workers in Staffordshire. Of the other 51 fresh disputes in April, 
1900, 21 occurred in the building trades, 4 in the mining and 
quarrying industries, 6 in metal, engineering, and shipbuilding 
trades, 5 in textile trades, 5 in transport trades, 5 in the clothing 
trades, and 5 in miscellaneous industries, Of the 41 new and old 
disputes, involving 8,538 workpeople, of which the termination is 
reported at time of writing, 14, involving 3,194 persons, were 
decided in favour of the workpeople ; 8, involving 2,002 persons, 
in favour of the employers; and 14, involving 2,422 workpeople, 
were compromised. With regard to the remaining 5 disputes, 
involving 920 persons, certain points are still under consideration. 


Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages 
of about 273,400 workpeople were reported during April, of 
which number 270,100 obtained advances, averaging Is. 6d. 
weekly per head, and about 3,300 sustained decreases, averaging 
2s. Ofd. weekly per head. The net result was an increase of 
about 1s. 5d}. per head in the weekly wages of the 275,400 
workpeople affected. The principal increases were in the mining, 
textile, and building industries. The decreases affected building 
trade operatives in certain towns in Scotland. Changes affecting 
about 3,200 workpeople were preceded by disputes causing 
stoppage of work. Changes affecting about 2,700 workpeople 
took effect under sliding scales, and changes affecting 132,500 
workpeople were arranged by Conciliation Boards without stoppage 
of work. The remaining changes, affecting about 135,000 work- 
people, were arranged by direct negotiation between employers 
and workpeople or their representatives. 
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Commercial travellers and representatives should be furnished 
with complete assortments of patterns and samples. The 
more familiar types meet with ready sale. The establish- 
ment of sample depots is said to answer. The Americans 
especially attach much importance to exhibiting their samples to 
advantage ; for example, machines and agricultural appliances are 
shown at work whenever practicable. Although the outlay in 
establishing such depots is often very considerable, their establish- 
ment is as a rule remunerative if they are intelligently and 
energetically managed. In this respect as well as in the selection 
of agents and representatives, economy is a mistake. 

Great attention should be paid to advertising, which plays a 
great part in commerce in South Africa as well as in other 
English-speaking countries. Poorly got-up placards and catalogues 
say little for the goods they refer to and their manufacture. 
Exporters should, like those of other countries, send suitable 
circulars or cards with each consignment of goods, when the nature 
of the goods allows of this course. Advertisements for exhibition 
outside buildings, &c., should be weather-proof and made of sheet- 
iron or similar material. Catalogues and price-lists should be well 
printed and on good paper, and if provided with illustrations, 
they should be printed in the best style. An importer will not 
throw aside a well got-up catalogue, but will keep it for frequent 
reference, so that a durable binding should be provided. 

Price lists, catalogues, &c., of whatever kinds, should be drawn 
up in English and German. If they are intended to reach the 
Boer population, the “Taal” (Dutch-African dialect) should be 
used, All these points, on which local representatives knowing 
the country well in each particular case would be able to give the 
best information, should be scrupulously observed by manufacturers 
and exporters, or else their interests will suffer and the work of 
their agents be rendered difficult or impossible. 

Complaints are frequently heard of careless and faulty packing 
of goods ordered. The following rules should be observed :— 

Packing should never be left to inexperienced hands, and should 
be effected in exact accordance with the wishes of the customer 
and only such material as he specifies should be used ta, fill the 
interstices between the articles in a package. If, for example, an 
importer requests that bottles of acid should be packed in carbonate 
of lime it will not do to pack them in shavings. Only good, 
strong boxes should be used for packing, about 40 or 50 inches 
square, and under no circumstances should boxes be selected 
which are too large for the goods they are to contain, and empty 
spaces should always be avoided. Several smaller boxes are 
preferable to one large one. At port towns there are facilities for 
unloading, &c., but packages have often to be sent long distances 
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in the interior by waggon, when they are subjected to rough 
handling. 

The external covering of the goods in the boxes should be as 
far as possible waterproof, and each separate package should be 
wrapped in good packing paper. The articles themselves should, 
whenever practicable, be packed in cardboard boxes and the like ; 
for example, knives and scissors should be fastened on cards 
instead of being wrapped in untidy-looking brown paper. Articles 
got up in this way are more attractive to buyers, and remain pre- 
sentable, even though subjected to frequent handling. Breakable 
articles should be very carefully packed. Broken parts of bronze 
hanging-lamps, articles of cast metal, &c., can only be replaced after 
considerable loss of time. 

Terms on which business is done vary in South Africa as in 
other countries. Credit of from three to six months is as a rule 
accorded to firms of good reputation. Some houses settle against 


bills of lading at 30, 60, 90 or 120 days sight, others again 


pay cash through German or English houses on sale of the goods. 
The amount of credit to be given should of course be regulated 
according to the circumstances of each case, and manufacturers who 
have never before done a direct export trade to South Africa should 
make a thorough study of the market, and all relative circumstances, 
or else leave direct trade to experienced exporters. The chief point 
is, and always will be, to supply the customer punctually and rapidly 
with the exact article he requires and in the exact way he prescribes. 

The pamphlet from which the above has been summarised deals 
with many points likely to interest persons engaged in an export 
business with South Africa or proposing to start a business there. 
Amongst the matters referred to are—cost of living, native industries 
and the advantages they enjoy, agricultural produce of South Africa, 
shipping communications, railways, posts and telegraphs. Statistics 
of the foreign trade of South Africa are also given as well as 
information respecting each of the principal South Africa towns 
and its trade, and many articles finding a ready market are 
indicated which could be supplied by Germany. The pamphlet 
concludes by advising merchants to be quite ready to take full 
advantage of the boom in South African trade which it is 
thought, says the writer, will inevitably follow the conclusion of 
the present war. 


820 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 637 of the 
init. Board of Trade Journal” for the 22nd March 
Sengerary last, relative to the Temporary Transit Rules in 
Transit Rules, ‘TC? ™ British Central Africa, the “British 
: Yentral Africa Gazette” of the 3lst March 
notifies that ‘‘ Fort Johnston” has been added to the list of transit 
stations where only the 3 per cent. transit dues, together with 
road and river dues and wharfage, and not as heretofore the 5 per 
cent. import duty, need be paid on goods, the produce of Africa, 
passing in transit from places outside the Protectorate to Chiromo 
for shipment thence to Chinde. 
It has also been decided that Clause 3 of Transit Rules No. 2, 
relative to the wiring and sealing of goods entering the Protecto- 


rate in transit, shall not be applicable in the case of rubber and 
ivory, but that merely the weight of these articles shall be entered 


upon the transit papers. 


RUSSIA. 
The Board of Trade have received notice, through the Foreign 
Free Importation Office, to the effect that under a Circular of the 
“0 Sato Russian Customs Department of the 4th/17th 
. a Wi April last, anchors, chains and wire-hawsers, 
aaa > and wire- needed for the armament and rigging of vessels 
rips under construction, can be cleared free of duty 
through Russian Custom Houses when the framework and ribs of 
the ship for which they are required are already in fact set up. 
If the ship that is being built is far from the Custom House, the 
builder must present certificates from a Coast-guard officer and an 
Inspector of the Bureau Veritas or Lloyds, or, in remote districts, 
from police or parish officials, certifying that the framework is in 
fact set up, and that the ship corresponds to the appurtenances 
required. 


GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
t translations of certain Orders recently issued by 
awe « to the Hamburg Customs authorities concerning 
Hamburg Customs +1. classification for tariff purposes of certain 
Authorities. articles imported into the German Customs 
Union. ‘The following is the substance of these Orders :— 
1. Cylinders for air-brakes.—Cylinders of cast-iron, closed at 
each end by-a cast-iron lid, which is fastened on by screws, and 
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bearing the inscription ‘“‘ Standard Air-brake,” are to be charged 
duty as parts of air-brakes, according to the material used in their 
manufacture. Cylinders which, at their upper inside edge are 
provided with a strong leather tightening ring, and in which 
there is also a powerful spiral spring made of japanned steel, are 
consequently to be classed under No. 6e 3h of the Customs 
Tariff, and pay duty at the rate of 24 marks per 100 kilogs. (12s. 2d. 
per cwt.). 

2. Small milling machines, of the kind used by watchmakers, 
made chiefly of brass, and suitable for being worked by hand :—It 
has been decided that these machines are to be classified for tariff 
purposes as “ Machinery.” Being made chiefly of brass, they are 
dutiable under No. 15 }) 2 d of the Tariff, at the rate of 
8 marks per 100 kilogs. (4s. 03d. per cwt.). 

3. Metal Cloths.— Metal cloths made of copper or brass wire and 
intended for flour mills, paper mills, &c. (with the exception of 
those which are made of finely varnished brass wire or are nickelled), 
in so far as they are not combined with wood or unpolished iron, 
are to pay duty under No. 19 d 1 of the Tariff, at the rate of 18 
marks per 100 kilogs. (9s. 2d. per cwt.). On the other hand, when 
combined with materials other than those named, provided that 
they do not come under No. 20 of the Tariff (“ Fine, fancy and small 
wares, &c.”), such cloths are to pay duty according to No. 19 d 2 
at the rate of 30 marks per 100 kilogs. (15s. 3d. per cwt.). 

4. Tucker's Alarm Till.—Burglar-proof strong boxes, called 
“Tucker's Alarm Till,” are to pay duty as wooden goods in com- 
bination with base metals, according to No. 13 g of the Tariff at 
the rate of 30 marks per 100 kilogs. (15s. 3d. per ewt.). 

5. Brasmoscope.”—The “ Brasmoscope” apparatus which is 
employed for ascertaining in sugar factories, by means of vacuum 
and boiling point temperatures, the consistency of sugar solutions 
when being boiled in vacuo, consists of a system of glass tubes and 
receivers in combination with silver-plated graduated scales on 
base metal, and a glass thermometer mounted on a polished wooden 
board. The quicksilver required for the apparatus when in use is 
only added after it has been put together. It has been decided 
that, as the apparatus is an article of glass in combination with 
wood and plated base metal, and as its predominating character is 
lent by the barometric glass tube system (which is, for practical 
purposes, the most important part of the apparatus), it properly 
falls under the Tariff heading, No. 10 f, at the Conventional rate 
of duty of 24 marks per 100 kilogs. (12s. 2d. per ewt.). 

6. Glass Photographs backed with Colour or Mother-of-Pearl.— 
Pictures portraying for the most part landscapes, buildings, and 
the like, prepared on transfer paper in the same manner as photo- 
graphs, and pasted on to glass, with partial backing of colour or 
real mother-of-pearl, are to be classed under No. 20 ) 1 of the 
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Tariff, subject to the Conventional rate of duty of 150 marks, per 
100 kilogs. (£3 16s. 3d. per cwt.). Similar articles, not backed with 
mother-of-pearl, are to be admitted duty free, as illuminated photo- 
graphs, under Tariff No. 24 a. On the other hand, if the articles 
are only used as ornaments on articles of utility, such as blotting- 
pads, paper weights, d&c., they are to be excluded from the exemp- 
tion from duty, and taxed as painted glass under No. 10 f of the 
Customs Tariff, at the Conventional rate of 20 marks per 100 kilogs. 
(10s. 2d. per ewt.). 

7. White Angora and Sheep Skins.—All Angora and sheep 
skins covered by nature with white hair in which white powder 
has been strewn, are to be considered as ‘“‘ whitened” skins, dutiable 
under No. 28 b. of the Taritf at the rate of 6 marks per 100 
kilogs. (3s. 0}d. per cwt.). 

8. Clay Mosaic Stones united into small tablets—Small square 
stones in themselves of one colour, made of burnt unglazed clay, 
which are intended to be used for making mosaic floors or wall 
coverings, and which for this purpose are already joined into small 
tablets, are to be dutiable as multi-coloured clay goods, under 
No. 38 e. 2 of the Tariff at the rate of 16 marks per 100 kilogs. 
(8s. 2d. per cwt.). 


GERMANY (SAMOA). 


The recently published “ Report on the Trade of Samoa for the 
, year 1899” (Diplomatic and Consular Reports, 
pry By * Annual Series,” No. 2,419), contains the 
following ‘Tariff of import and export duties in 
in Samoa. fi 
orce in Samoa :— 


I.—Import Duties. 


Article. Daty. 


Doz. quarts 0 BO 
Gallon 50 


Ale, porter, and beer ... 
Spirits ... 
Wines, except sparkling 00 
Sparkling wines eee eee 50 

Sporting arms ... one Each 


| 

| Dols. Cts, 
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A statistical duty of 2 per cent: ad valorem is levied on all im- 
ported goods, except those specified above. 


II.—Ezport Duties. 


Article. | Unit. | Duty. 
Copra ... abe ...| @d valorem 24 per cent. 
Cotton ... oni ” 14 ” 
Coffee ° ” 2 ” 
SPAIN. 
A translation has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Tariff Foreign Office, of a Royal Decree, dated the 
Classification 21st April, 1900, and published in the ‘“ Gaceta 
de Madrid” of the 4th inst., which establishes 
of Buttons. 


the following tariff classifications for buttons of 
different kinds :— 


Tariff Nos. 
under Rates ot Duty English 
which applicable. Equivalents. 
classed. 
Pes. C. d. 
Buttons of gold... 25 Hectog. 25 00 | Oz.TroyO 6 3 
Ditto of silver... 26 3 50 0 103 
Buttons of other materials, for}; 373 Kilog. 15 00} Lb. 0 5 6 
shirtsleeves or shirtfronts, loose 
or in sets, ornamented with 
imitation stones, or with em- 
bossed or other work, whether 
of the same material or nct as 
the buttons themselves. 
Ditto, plain or simply fluted...) 378 2 00/ Cwt. 4 1 4 
Ditto, of textile materials, and} 378 414 
other kinds of buttons. 
Buttons to hold artificial flowers...) 384 ” 12 00; Lb O 4 44 
(Links for shirtsleeves are to be 
classed as buttons.) 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 699 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 29th March 


——e last, respecting the new law relating to the 
¢ tala Customs régime in the Canary Islands, a trans- 


lation has now been received at the Board of 
Trade, through the Foreign Office, of a Spanish Royal Order, dated 
the 20th March last, specifying the duties leviable under the said 
Law, the mode of assessment and administration of the taxes, &c. 
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The principal provisions of this Order are as follows :— 

Article 1.—The State will receive as taxes on articles imported 
into the free ports of the Canary Islands from abroad, or from the 
Peninsula and Balearic Islands the sums stated in the following 
Tariff : — 


Articles. Rates of Duty. E English 
Pes. Cts. 
Alcohol and plain spirits ...| Hectol, 160 00 |Gall. 0 5 9}: 
Liqueurs, cognac, and other made-up spirits .. 9 260 00 » 0 D9 && 
Rum and gin up to 22° Cartier when imported zs i160 00 » 0 2's 
from the Peninsula and Balearic Islands, or 
from nations with treaties actually in force, 
or enjoying all Customs privileges except 
those enjoyed by Portugal, so long as the 
treaty with Holland remains in force. 
Sugar, caramel, and other like products «-- ]100 Kilogs, 85 00 | Cwt. 1,14 6 
Cocoa, in the berry, unroasted, and cocoa ” 9 Ol, 5 7 
shell, the produce of and imported direct 
from Fernando Po. 
Ditto, ditto, from other places of origin — me im @i. 2 &% 
Cocoa, roasted or ground, or in paste, Kc... £164 
Coffee, in the berry, unroasted, the produce of Oi», 2:8 
and coming direct from Fernando Po. 
Ditto, ditto, from other places of origin ‘od ad 140 00; , 21611 
Coffee, roasted, ground, &c. ; chicory, roasted 7 250 00) , & 1 8 
or unroasted, and other products in imita- 
tion of coffee. 
Chocolate.. © & 10) 
Honey and “molasses, or ‘beetroot not contain- 100 Kilogs. 80 00} ,, 112 6 
ing more than 50 per cent. of crystalliz- 
able sugar. 
Honey and molasses or beetroot, containing - 40 00; , O16 3 
up to 50 per cent., inclusive, of crystalliz- 
able sugar. 
Pepper, cinnamon, cloves and other spices, or ss 200 00] , 41 4 
imitations thereof. 
Tobacco in leaf— 
Havana... Kilog. 1 08} Lb. 0 O 4 
Virginia 0 64) » 90.0 3 
Manufactured tobacco— 
Virginia 1 08; , O O 4% 
Rappee ... 1 08; , O 0 4% 


Duties which are paid exclusively to the Treasury, such as those 
on vessels abandoned in the Canary Islands, will be in accordance 
with the Tariff of the Peninsula. 


| 
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The rates of the taxes on the transport of travellers, metals, and 
merchandise, embarked or disembarked at ports of the Canary 
Islands, will be equal to half those charged in analogous cases in 
the Peninsula and Balearic Islands. 

The rates of the sanitary police dues are to be equal to those 
established by the legislation of the Peninsula. 

Article 2.—In the assessment of the duties on merchandise 
imported into the Canary Islands, the same rules and regulations 
will be observed as those in force in Spain and the Balearic Islands 
as regards tares and the discounts allowed on empties. 

Article 3.—The tax which, in addition to the Customs duty, is 
paid in the Custom Houses of the Peninsula and Balearic Islands 
on the importation of foreign alcohols, will be demanded under the 
same tariff and classification, on alcohols imported into the Canary 
Islands. 

Article 4.—The administration and collection of the taxes on 
alcohol, spirits, and liquors, and on chicory and other substances 
employed as substitutes and imitations of coffee or tea, will be in 
accordance with the regulations in force in the Peninsula and 
Balearic Islands. 

Article 5.—The Government will invite the Provincial Deputation 
of the Canary Islands to decide within one month whether they 
wish to make use of the right granted by Article 2 of the Law of 
the 6th March last, to establish a transitory tax on cereals and 
foreign flour imported into the Archipelago in order to pay off the 
deficit which the Province owes the Treasury on account of the 
taxes existing up to date. 

Article 6.—In case the Provincial Deputation establishes the 
transitory tax referred to in the preceding Article, the rate of this 
tax must not exceed in any case that of the Customs duty paid on 
products imported into the Peninsula or Balearic Islands. 

Article 7.—The Ministry of Finance will receive monthly the 
produce of the said tax in case it is established, only deducting the 
expenses of administration. 

Article 8.—The second paragraph of Disposition 8 of the 
Customs Tariff at present in force is modified in the sense that 
for the future only the following products of the Canary Islands 
will be admitted into the Peninsula and Balearic Islands free of 
charge :— 

Barilla, cochineal, green and dried fruits, vegetables, losetas, 
orchil, filter stones, and fresh fish, salt fish and dried fish, collected 
and prepared by Spaniards. 

Article 9.—In accordance with the authorisation granted by 
Government by Article 9 of the Law mentioned above, an auction 
will be held for the contract for the collection of the taxes referred 
to in Articles 2, 5, and 4 in the free ports of the Canary Islands 
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under the conditions drawn up and accompanying the present 
Decree. 

Article 10.—This Article states that the auction in question was 
to take place on the Ist inst., and describes the conditions under 
which it was to be held. 

Article 11 prescribes that the new taxes shall not be established, 
and the Ministry of Finance shall not take charge of them, until 
after the auction mentioned in Article 10 has been held, and 
that in the meantime the taxes actually in force shall continue to 
be levied in the Canary Islands, the Ministry of Finance receiving 
the produce thereof after deducting expenses of collection. 

Article 12 stipulates that a Government delegate is to act in 
conjunction with the holder of the contract, with power to 
intervene and protest against acts contrary to the contract and to 
ensure the due performance of the conditions thereof, and that he 
is to have the right to examine the accounts and visit the offices of 
the holder of the contract. 

By Article 13 the administration and care of the taxes at the 
free ports of the Canary Islands, is vested in the Director-General of 
Customs, who is empowered to exercise his functions either 
personally or by means of a representative as may be necessary. 
he said Director will have charge of the entire administration 
connected with the taxes. 

By Article 14 the foregoing regulations for the administration 
and collection of taxes at the free ports of the Canary Islands are 
approved as a provisional measure. 


UNITED STATES. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade of a Circular 
issued by the Treasury Department of the 


— United States Government on the 4th ult. to 
~— officers of the Customs and others concerned, 
Dutch Sugars. 


respecting the rates of additional import duties 
to be levied on sugars produced in the Netherlands. The Circular 
is to the following effect :— 

“In pursuance of the provisions of Section 5 of the Act of 
“24th July, 1897” (i.¢., the present United States Tariff Act), 
“the following net amounts of the bounties paid or bestowed by 
“the Government of the Netherlands on the export of sugars 
‘“ produced in that country are hereby declared for the assessment 
“ and liquidation of additional duties:— 

“(1) On raw sugar produced from beetroots, 1°78 florins per 
“100 kilogs. of hard refined. (The output of refined sugar from 
‘“‘raw is computed by deducting from the polarization of the raw 
“sugar twice the glucose, four times the ashes, and 14 per cent. 
“for loss in refining.) 
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(2) On sugar refined from beetroot raw sugar produced in the 
“ Netherlands, 2-06 florins per 100 kilogs. 

“‘(3) On sugar refined from imported raw sugar, ‘28 florin per 
**100 kilogs.,in addition to bounty, if any, allowed on the raw 
“sugar by the country of production. 

“The liquidation of entries covering sugars produced in the 
“ Netherlands after 1st September, 1899, may be suspended at the 
“request of the importers until the next ascertainment and 
“declaration under the provisions of said Section 5, and the 
“ additional duties on such suspended entries be estimated on the 
“basis of the bounties herein specified.” 


COLOMBIA—(PANAMA). 


A telegram has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul at Panama, reporting that the surtax on 


Be rt heel import duties imposed in the Department of 
a the Panama has now been fixed at 25 per cent. 


H.M. Consul explains that this surtax is in 
— ent of continuation of the surtax of 10 per cent. 
imposed in 1894 and increased to 15 per cent. 

in January, 1899. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

copy of the Argentine Customs Law, dated 
eee for 4th January last, containing the Tariff of 
: import and export duties at present in force in 
the Republic. The following are the most important provisions of 
the Law :— 

Article 1.—Foreign merchandise on importation into the 
Argentine Republic, and products of the country on exportation, 
shall pay respectively, unless especially exempted, the import 
and export duties established in the following Tariff :— 


I.—Import Duties. 


Article 2.—The following articles shall be taxed ad valorem and 
shall pay a percentage duty :—- 

(a) 25 per cent. ad valorem.—All merchandise not subjected by 
this Law to a special duty and not exempted from duty. 

(6) 50 per cent. ad valorem.—Arms, accessories and appur- 
tenances thereof; harness and harness-makers’ wares in general, 
complete or not ; articles of any kind of tissue, made up wholly or 
in part; sword-sticks ; leather bags of more than 25 centimetres, 
with or without fittings; boots and shoes in general, finished or in 
pieces ; vehicles finished or not, and bodies and shafts in the rough 
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for the same ; cartridges for fire-arms; rockets ; mosaics ; furniture, 
complete or in parts; ammunition; perfumery in general; gun- 
powder in general ; ready-made clothing ; hats and caps not 
chargeable with a specific duty ; portmanteaux and trunks. 

(c) 45 per cent. a4 valorem.—Stockings and socks of all kinds. 

(dy 40 per cent. ad valorem.—Bags of linen or of various kinds 
of cotton; borax; iron safes in general; empty match-boxes ; 
hides and skins, tanned; fine lace, of silk or of silk mixed with other 
materials; fine lace, of linen; blankets, of wool or wool mixed 
with other materials, such as cotton warp, hemmed or fringed ; 
buckles, for harness or dresses, in general ; trimmings and cords, of 


silk or of silk mixed with other materials, with or without metallic’ 


thread ; tissues and all articles of silk or of silk mixed with other 
materials in general, including those of waste silk; lace tissues ; 
iron screws, bolts and nuts. 

(e) 35 per cent. ad valorem.—Cases for jewellery; tissues of 
wool in general, mixed or not. 

(f) 20 per cent. ad valorem.—Steel in bars and plates (large or 
small) ; unbleached cotton cloth, known as “ lienzos.” 

(q) 15 per cent. ad valorem.—Oak, cedar, spruce and white pine, 
and candlewood, unplaned ; silk bolting cloth. 

(h) 10 per cent. ad valorem.—White lead ; anhydrous ammonia, 
in cylinders ; metallic antimony ; sand and stones used in vessels 
for ballast ; powdered baryta or impure sulphate of baryta; pitch 
or coal tar; mineral pitch; cocoa in the bean; carts for the 
transport of cereals; cocoanuts, known as Brazilian or Paraguay nuts; 
small boats in general, fitted or not ; tin, in bars or ingots; Degras 
grease; malt; machinery ofall kinds, of a value of 100 pesos or more, 
and spare parts for the same; wicks, plaited or not, for candles ; 
aloe fibre, jute, or hemp, spun, for plaiting; lead in sheets ; 
telegraph posts of Paraguay palin; silk for sewing or embroidery ; 
sulphate of lime ; sulphate of copper; pieces cf iron for bridges or 
conduits. 

(i) 5 per cent. ad valorem.—Heavy tar oils ; barbed wire of iron 
or steel, for fencing ; iron or steel wire, galvanised or not, up to 
No. 14 inclusive ; cork in squares or roughly prepared ; jewellery ; 
needles for sewing machines ; wire or cables of more than 5 milli- 
metres in diameter for electricity, and implements for the installation 
of subterranean cables ; ploughs and spare pieces thereof ; Fontaine- 
bleau sand; saffron; sulphur; quicksilver; raw cotton, with or without 
seed, and spun cotton for weaving ; Trinidad asphalte ; cocoanut husks ; 
Guayaquil “ corozos” ; caoutchouc in a natural state; ‘“ Quillay ” 
bark ; fibre or pulp of wood for the manufacture of paper; yarn 
for wax matches ; gelatine for the manufacture of meat preserves ; 
ordinary extracts of tannin for dyeing, from 25 to 30 degrees 


Beaumé, except Quebracho and Cebil extract ; mats, made of fibre | 
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malleable iron in bars, hoops, or plates, unwrought ; iron in ingots 
for foundries ; thread for sewing canvas sacks; twine for reaping- 
machines ; tin-plate, unwrought, cut or uncut ; kaolin ; fireproof 
bricks ; spun wool and worsted yarn for weaving ; spun flax for 
weaving ; hops ; sewing machines and spare parts thereof ; Shearing- 
machines, with or without motors, and spare parts thereof; agri- 
cultural machines, with or without motors, and spare parts thereof ; 
type-writers; machines for the manufacture of butter, and spare 
parts thereof; “‘Champion” system and other machines for exca- 
vating roads, and spare parts of such machines; machinery and main 
pipes for public installations of gas or electric lighting, water 
supply, and drainage ; motors and light locomobiles,traction-engines, 
tricycles and automobiles of all kinds, and spare parts thereof, 
except carriages; nitrate of potash, crude; natural white paper in 
strips of from 1 to 2 centimetres in width, destined exclusively for 
the manufacture of paper matches; rabbit skins; rosin; precious 
stones ; aloe fibre, jute, and hemp, raw, not combed nor spun ; lead 
in ingots or bars; compressing machinery for packing forage ; 
harrows and ploughshares of cast iron; curry-combs ; watches of 
gold or platinum ; carbonate of soda, soda ash, industrial silicate, 
nitrate and impure sulphate of soda, and caustic soda; impure 
sulphate of aluminium; fire-clay; gold and silver wares ; zinc in 
ingots and bars ; sheet zinc, up to No. 4, cut for boxes, &ec. 

Article 3.—The under-mentioned articles shall pay the specific 
duties stated :— 

Articles of Food. 


: | Rate of ; | Rate of 
Articles. | Duty. Articles. | Daty. 
Pesos, Pesos. 
Vegetable oils in general kilog.| 0°10 Rice ... kilog.| 0°02 
Linseed oil, crude cr boiled ,, 0-10 in the husk 0°03 
Cocoanut or palm oil ... 0-04 | Hazel-nuts, unshelled ... ,, 0-03 
Olives, preserved in oil, stuffed ” shelled ci a 0°05 
or not, including the weight Oats, in, the grain ose 0-014 
of the package .. kilog.| 0°08 | Sugar, refined, or of 96 or more 
Olives, preserved in brine ,, 0°05 degrees of polarisation kilog.| 0-09 
pressed or not ... ,, 0°03 | Sugar, not refined, or of less than 
Aji (av. arf pepper), raw ,, 0°05 96° of polarisation ... kilog.| 0:07 
Garlic, ofallkinds ... ,, 0°01 | Cod,and other similarfish 0°04 
Capers. in glass jars... ,, 0-08 cutup ,, 0:06 
» in wooden barrels __,, 0-06 Biscuit ‘and ship's biscuit, of all 
Almonds, shelled 0710 kinds ... ... kilog.| O15 
not shelled ... 0°05 | Coffee, in the berry 0°03 
Canary seed 0-01 | Chicory,in packets... ., 0:03 
Lupines, in the grain... ,, loose... 0-023 
peeled 0 02 Shrimps, dried ... 0-124 
Aniseed, inthe grain ... ,, 006 |Cinnamon,unground ... ,, 0:05 
Vetches, 0-01 | Meat, salted, in casks ... ,, 0-023 
Herrings, smoked, in barrels » 0°05 | Chestnuts, shelled ee 0°02} 
+ in boxes ,, 0-08 not shelled ... ,, 


330 


May 17, 1900.} 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


331 


Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


Articles of Food—continued. 


Rate of 
Articles. Duty, Articles. 
Pesos 
Caviar... kilog.| 0-40 | Figs, dried, in larger pack- 
Barley, husked ... 0-023 ages... kilog 
in the husk ... | Eggs of all kinds <a 
Onions, of all kinds... 0-01 | Hams ose 
Rye, of all kinds 0-01 | Condensed milk .. 
Chocolate, in paste ... 0°30 | Codfish tongues .. 89 
Peas, in the pod ... 001 | Earthnuts(‘Mani”) .. 
Cloves... 0:06 | Lard 
Prunes 0-08 | Apples, pears, or "cherries, dried. 
Chilian cocoanuts its ” 0:03 including the weight of the 
Cumin seed : 0-05 receptacle eee . kilog. 
Comfits, bon- bons and pastilles, Ginger .. eee ot 
loose... kilog., 025 |‘ Mazacote” (a preserve made 
Vegetables, preserved in jars, of brown sugar) pers ery 
tins, or bottles kilog.| 012 | Honey of allsorts ... 
Preserved fish, shell-fish, and Mustard, English or French ” 
mushrooms of all kinds, Walnuts ” 
Meat preserves, with or without Oysters 
truffles, except salted meat Raisins, in packages weighing 
kilog.| 0°20 up to 2 kilogs... .. kilog. 
Dates, in packages up to 2 Raisins, in larger packages ” 
kilogs. ... kilog.) 0-10 | Currants ... 
Dates, in larger packages ___,, 0°06 Anchovy paste ... 
Peaches, dried and stoned 0:05 | Tomato paste 
Sweetmeats and nougat 0°25 | Stock-fish in bundles 
Sausages of all kinds ... ,, 0:30 | Fish, in brine or pressed 
Pickles, in bottles 0:10 | Red pepper 
» in other receptacles ,, 0:07 | Pepper, in the natural state 
Spices, of all — ground ,, 0°12 kilog. 
Flour 0-004 | Pine seeds 
Vermicelli | Pepper in the grain 
Fruits, preserved | in their own Pistachio nuts eee wee ley 
juice, in compdte, or in “ Porotos ” oe op 
syrup ... kilog.| 0°25 | Cheese of all kinds 
Fruits in their natural state or Salt, common ..-hectol. 
preserved in water or spirit » fine, in kegs or bags kilog. 
kilog.| 0°15 » inflasks ... 
Biscuit, common 0°02 | Knglish sauce ... ” 
Chick-peas Garbanzos wy? 0°04 Sardines in oil or sauce.. 
Beans, dried 0-01 Semolina ... 
Flour, edible, of all kinds, "in Soups, prepared 
packets or tins, except flour Tea of all kinds ... ma a 
of wheat or maize... kilog.| 0°05 Ticholos” 
Flour, edible, in boxes, bags, or Bacon... ” 
any other receptacles... kilog| 0°04 | Truffles, in natural state e 
Figs, dried, in packages up to Yerba, prepared, of all 
2 kilogs in weight ... kilog.| 0°05 kiuds 


Yerba, not prepared 


” 


|__| | 
Rate of | 
Duty. 
Pesos. 
0-03 
0023 
0-25 
0:07 
0-01 | 
O01} 
0:10 
0-08 
| 
| 005 
| 050 
| 
| 0-02 
| 0-03 
| O10 
| 003 
0-08 
| 
| O15 
| 
0-05 
| O30 
0:05 
0-02 
O-0t 
003 
| 0:06 
| 
0-10 
O-O14 
| 0°20 
0-01 
0:02 
015 
0:07 
0:02 
0°10 
0-20 
O15 
| 0-20 
0-75 
OOt 
— 0°01} 
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Beverages. 
Rate of 
Articles. Duty Articles. | 
Pesos 
Brandy, not exceeding 79°, in “Grapa,”’ in bottles... bottle 
casks or demijohns litre; 0°06 * in casks or demijohns 
Brandy, not exceeding 79°, in litre 
bottles of more than half a Syrups, in bottles .»- bottle 
litre and up to 1 litre bottle! 0°25 | Liqueurs, in bottles, not exceed- 
Absinthe, not exceeding 68°, in ing 50°... eee ... bottle 
casksordemijohns ... litre) 0°29 | Liqueurs, in casks or demijohns, 
Anis, arrack, cognac, kirsch, rum not exceeding 50° litre 
and other similar spirits, not Punch, in bottles ... bottle 
exceeding 50°, in casks or “ Refrescos” with soda, in 
demijohbns.... litre} 0°28 bottles ... doz. bottles) 
Absinthe, not exceeding 68°, in Soda water si * 
bottles holding more than half Wines, in general, in bottles 
a litreand up to 1 litre..bottle| 0°34 bottle 
Anis, arrack, cognac, kirsch, rum Wines, port, sherry, Madeira.) 
and other similar spirits, not Rhine wine,Chateau Margaux, | 
exceeding 50°, in bottles hold- Lafitte, Chateau Yquem, Bur-! 
ing more than half a litre and gundy, and other wines, in) 
up to 1 litre ..- bottle} 0°33 casks or demijohns litre! 
Byrrh, in casks or demijohns Wines, Carlon, Priorato, Seco, 
litre} 0°30 common Burdeos, Barbera,| 
» in bottles ... bottle} 0°25 common Moselle, and other 
Bitters, Angostura, not exceeding common wines, in casks or 
68°, in bottles ... .-. bottle} 0°54 demijohns, * with an alcoholic 
Bitters, Apgostura,in half-bottles strength of not more than 15°, 
bottle} 0°27 and not showing more than 
» of other kinds, in bottles 4} per cent. of dry residue as 
bottle} 027 determined by evaporation at| 
+» in casks or demijohns. a temperature of 100° centi-. 
up to 68° 029 grade, including the sugar 
“Cana,” in bottles bottle} 0°25 litre} 
» in casks or demijohns Muscat, Marsala, Nebiolo, Barolo, 
litre} 0°20 Sauterne, Moselle, and other 
Beer orale, in casks ... litre| 0°09 sweet and liqueur wines and) 
in bottles ... bottle) 0°12 ordinary wines litre| 
“ Chacoli,” in bottles ... bottle} 0°08 | Vinegar, in casks or demijolins 
incasks ... litre) 0°04 litre: 
“ Chicha,” in bottles ... bottle} 0°10 in bottles bottle! 
Bi in casks litre} 0°08 | Vermouth, in casks or demijohns' 
Cider, in casks ... . litre} 0°10 litre} 
+ in bottles... bottle} 0°15 in bottles ... bottle! 
Geneva, Tom,” or schnapps Must, alcoholized and  cun- 
not exceeding 50°, in bottles centrated and “mistelas” 
bottle} 033 litre, 
Geneva and schnapps, in casks Whisky not exceeding 50°, in, 
or demijuhns, not exceeding casks or demijohns litre} 
50° ... litre} 0°23 | Whisky not exceeding 506°, in| 
Ginger ale doz. bottles} 50 bottles ... a 


bottle| 


0°25 


0-08 


O12 


0-013 
0-02 


O15 
O16 
1:00 
0°30 


030 


* NoTE —When wines and other beverages show a greater alcoholic strengtin than 
that established above, they will pay an additiunal duty of 1 centavo per litre and per 
each degree and fraction thereof in excess ; and when the dry residne exceeds the 
specified limit, the wine will pay 1 centavo per litre and per every 5 grms. or 
fraction thereof in excess. 
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Duty. 
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0°25 

0:20 

0-15" 

0°33 

0°29 

0-10 

O40 

0°25 

= 
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Miscellaneous Articles. 


Articles. Articles. ate 
Pesos. Pesos. 

Stearine ... 0:08 | *Bags of sackcloth or canvas of _ 
Matches, of wood ooo 0°40 aloe fibre kilog, gold. 


of wax, stearine or 
other substances, loose kilog.| 1°60 
Matches, of wax, stearine or 


*Collars of cotton or linen or of 
cotton and linen mixed, for 


d boys... dozen} 1°25 
other substances, in boxes 
containing not more than six Felts, adhesive, for men’s hats 


each} 0°30 


P and women’s hats... each} 0°50 

Playing cards of all kinds gross| 1000 | syeit in pieces, for hate... kilog| 3°00 

Paper, white or coloured, for P > 
wrappings, coverings, oa *Hats of wool felt of all kinds, 
posters ; brown paper, coarse for men and boys... each) 0°35 


*Hats of felt of otter, beaver. 
or fine, straw paper, and paper : . at 
for bags ... kilog.| 0-10 vicuna, or rabbit skin 


h} 
Paper, common white, for news- ene 
papers, in rolls or reams varnished, for 
kilog| 024 hats, of other kinds each| 2-00 
Paper, white, for books; and *French nails... kilog.| 0°024 
writing paper of all kinds *Cuffs of cotton or linen, or of 
and to cotton and linen mixed 
kilog.} 0°05 doz. pairs} 2°00 


1 cent4 “Candles of stearine or paraffin, 
*Sackcloth of unbleached aloe } or of stearine and paraffin 


fibre canvas... kilog. on mixed ... kilog.| 0°10 


*NoTeE.—lIn the case of these articles, the specific duties mentioned 
are to be levied, unless the rate of duty should exceed 70 per cent. ad 
valorem, In that case the Executive Authorities will reduce the charge to the 


said limit. 
Tobacco. 
es Rate of ‘ Rate of 
Articles. | Duty. Articles. Duty. 
Pesos. Pesos, 
Cigars, of Havana tobacco, in Cigarettes of all kinds ... kilog.| 1°00 
wooden boxes... kilog.| 1°50 | Tobacco stems ... 
Cigars, of Havana tobacco, loose Pichua” 0-20 
or in packets, or in cardboard Snuff 0°40 
boxes ... ... kilog} 2.25 | Tobacco, of Havana, in the 
Cigars, of common tobacco (not leaf oreut kilog.| 0°70 
Havana) in wooden boxes Tobacco of other kinds, in the leaf 
kilog.| 0°60 or cut (except Paraguayan) 
Cigars of common tobacco (not kilog.| 0°22 
Havana), loose or in packets, Tobaceo, Paraguayan, in the leaf 
or cardboard boxes ... kilog) 9°75 or cut ... kilog.| 012 
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Article 4.—The Executive Authorities are authorised to allow 
the free entry of canvas bags for cereals, when the price in the 
country exceeds 21 centavos gold per kilog. 

In the event of bags being allowed free entry, canvas for the 
manufacture of bags shall enjoy the same privilege. 


II.—Export Duties. 


Article 5.—The products and manufactures of the country 
enumerated below shall, on exportation, pay the following duties :— 
(a) per cent. ad valorem.—Animal oil; horns and horn 
shavings of all kinds; bone ash; horse-hair; hides and skins; 
hoofs of cattle and sheep ; animal fats or oil ; bones of all kinds ; 
sheeps’ wool in the grease or washed ; hoofs other than of cattle 
and sheep ; ostrich feathers; tallow or fats, melted or pressed. 

Article 6.—Old iron shall pay a duty of 5 pesos gold per 1,000 
kilogs. 

Article 7.—Cattle imported with the object of wintering in and 
being subsequently exported from the territory of the Republic 
shall pay a duty of 3 pesos gold per head. 

The Executive Authorities are authorised to remit this duty in 
the case of those countries which do not levy a duty upon imported 
Argentine cattle. 

Article 8.—Firms carrying on import and export trade in 
merchandise, produce or manufactures of any kind, or engaged in 
operations with reference to goods in transit for foreign countries, 
shall pay a statistical tax of 1 per 1,000 on the values represented 
by their operations, even if these are not liable to Customs 
taxation. 

The Customs Authorities of the Republic shail charge this tax 
in passing documents in connection with the various branches of 
the revenue, and shall collect it conjointly with the other taxes to 
be paid. 

III.—Articles Free of Duty. 

Article 9 —The following articles shall be admitted free of im- 
port duty :—Cork in the natural state or in strips; animals in 
general, certified sound by a veterinary surgeon ; sand and stones 
required by vessels as necessary ballast, destined for municipali- 
ties ; ships, rigged or not ; sugar-cane; mineral and vegetable coal, 
for burning ; casks of wood or iron, put together or not, to be used 
as receptacles; coke; fish-plates, transoms, &c., of iron or steel, 
for railways and steam or electrical tramways, and the plant des- 
tined for the installation and working of electrical tramways ; 
staves for casks; dynamite and special material for mines; two 
hundred tons of iron for the building which the religious schools 
are constructing in the Federal Capital ; disinfectants ; receptacles, 
special bags or sacks, cases put together or not, and tin-plate cut 
for boxes imported directly by the meat-preserving establishments, 
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and destined to contain preserved meat; drugs of all kinds for 
curing sheep scab; filters (Pasteur or similar systems); flour of 
wheat or maize; old iron and steel; fresh fruit and vegetables 
except grapes; timber of all kinds; printed books in general, 
reviews, printed newspapers, and scientific and literary periodicals, 
with or without illustrations ; maps, geographical globes, and copy- 
books for use in schools ; locomotives and detached parts thereof ; 
maize in the ear or in the grain; machines for reaping, binding, 
and gleaning, with or without motors, platforms, covers, or tar- 
paulins, and spare parts thereof; steam thrashing machines, with 
or without motors, covers, or tarpaulins, and spare parts thereof ; 
steam hulling machines, with or without motors, covers, or tar- 
paulins, and spare parts thereof; sugar-refining machinery ; 
machinery for tannin extraction; mining machinery ; machinery 
for use in public sanitary or water works; metallic money ; furni- 
ture and implements belonging to immigrants and forming part of 
their luggage; ammunition for military fire-arms; naphtha or 
impure petroleum ; articles exclusively intended for religious pur- 
poses, imported for ecclesiastics ; gold in nuggets, bars, or powder ; 
fresh fish; plants, living, subject to Law No. 2,384; silver, in bars 
or ingots ; seeds, for sowing, of all kinds, with the exception of 
those otherwise mentioned in this Law ; serum for the prevention 
or cure of infectious diseases; wheat, maize, and potatoes, for 
sowing ; utensils and materials for schools, imported for Provincial 
Governments or for the National Council of Education. 

Article 10.—Soles for shoes, tanned leather and other produce 
of the country not specially taxed by this Law may be exported 
free ot duty. 

Article 11.—The Customs will refund on exportation to exporters 
of butter and sterilized milk the duties paid on the importation 
of wooden cases, complete or in pieces, special wrapping paper and 
tin receptacles. A similar treatment will be accorded to exporters 
of flour for their bags, if these weigh more than 250 grammes each. 

Article 12.—The Executive Authorities will not grant any 
exemptions other than those established in this or other special 
laws. 


The Board of Trade have also received notice of a Law, dated 
the 3rd January last, which provided that the additional import 
duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem imposed by the Law of the 22nd 
September, 1898, should be reduced to 5 per cent. from the Ist 
January last. This additional duty of 5 per cent. is also imposed 
upon articles subject to specific duties. 


In connection with the above, the following is a translation of 
an article which appeared in the German “ Reichs-Anzeiger” of 
the 20th ult. on the subject of the alterations introduced by the 
new Argentine Customs Law and Valuation Tariff. 
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“ ‘The numerous alterations in the Argentine Customs Tariff for 
“ 1900, are, in the opinion of Argentine import houses, not of 
“ great significance to the import trade. 

“ The alterations introduced by the new Tariff which are stated 
“in the Table below, are those of principal interest to German 
“ import trade, and of these the most important are those affecting 
“ textiles and iron goods, in the import trade in which Germany 
“ has a principal share. The value of common cotton cloth, white, 
“ printed or coloured—No. 434 of the Tariff—has been reduced 
“from 1 peso to 0-90 peso per kilog.; on the other hand the 
“import trade in all woollen and half-woollen textiles, which 
“include not only piece goods, such as cloth. flannel and dress 
“ materials, but also made-up goods like handkerchiefs, blankets 
‘and ponchos, has been rendered more difficult by the increase in 
“ the duty from 25 per cent. to 35 per cent. 

“ In the section ‘ Iron Goods,” an important reduction occurs 
“jn the valuation of galvanised iron and steel wire, viz., from 
“014 to 0°10 peso per kilog. Formerly, also, electrical ’ goods 
“were distributed amongst various sections of the Tariff, such as 
“ for example, iron goods, small wares, &c.; a separate heading 
“ has now been raised for these, owing to the steadily increasing 
“import trade in such goods. The majority of these articles are 
“in this year’s Tariff taxed at a fixed unit of valuation; in 
“earlier years duty was calculated according to their invoice 
value. 

“The numerous increases in the new Tariff are partly counter- 
m * balanced by the reduction of the additional duty from 10 per 

‘cent. to 5 per cent.” (as noted above), “so that taking into 
“account the many other reductions, this year’s Tariff Law is on 
“the whole more advantageous to import trade than that of last 
vear.”” 

Table of Principal Alterations in Valuation Tariff. 
Valuation in. 
Article. 

1899. | 1900. 

Pesos. 

Kid and lamb’s leather for shoes, and imitations Kilog.| 6°00 
of kid leather. 

Made-up articles composed of knitted tissues of __,, 3°50 
cotton mixed with silk. 

Made-up articles composed of knitted tissues of ,, 17:00 
silk or part silk. 

Quilted coverlets of silk or of silk mixed with ,, 
other materials. 

Men’s and children’s collars of linen or cotton... Doz. 

Cuffs of linen or cotton for men or children Doz. pairs 

Cotton quilts... ... Kilog. 

Very common woollen stockings . oe 

Stockings of cotton mixed with silk 

Long cotton stockings for use in the country, 


unbleached. 
Stockings of wool mixed with silk 
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Valuation in. 
Articles, 
1899. | 1900. 


Stockings of silk, or of silk mixed with other Kilog. 
meterials. 

Cotton handkerchiefs, coloured, dyed, or white 
(of 61 cm. or over). 

Ditto (under 60 cm.) nists one 

Tissues of pure silk .. ose 

Open woven and transparent cotton tissues, 
white, coloured, or printed, such as batiste, 
cambric, tulle, muslin, &c., except embroidered, 
and that with lace work. 

Cotton cloth, white, coloured, or printed, not 
otherwise expressly mentioned in the Tariff. 

Galvanised iron or steel wire, from No. 15 to 
No. 21 inclusive. 

Hinges of cast iron, japanned 

So-called French hinges ... 

Petroleum or Gas Cooking stoves, of ‘wrought 
iron, not including those of copper or brass. 

Tubes, junctions, or connection pieces of cast 
iron, with internal diameter of more than 75 cm. 

Tron locks for furniture, with or without brass 
fittings, but without other combinations. 

Iron locks for furniture, nickelled ; locks with 
combinations, and bell locks. 

Brass locks for furniture, with bolt and interior 
of iron, including bell locks. 

Ditto, ditto, with other combinations... seo 

Iron wire gauze, galvanised or tinned, with 
meshes not more than 12 mm. wide. 

Ditto, ditto, with meshes above 12 mm. wide ... 

Furniture handles, except those of brass eee 

Screws of copper or brass . oes ooo 

Copper wire or cables for electrical purposes, up 
to 5 mm. in diameter, covered with cotton, 
gutta-percha, or other materials, except wire 
coated with lead or covered with silk or with 
any kind of flexible cord. 

Incandescent lamps... ove 

Fine leather purses .. 

Bicycles and other velocipedes, with seat "(except 
those for children), with an exterior diameter 
up to 61 cm., finished or not, complete or in- 
complete. 

Ditto, ditto, for children, up to 60 cm. in exterior 
diameter. 

Bidets of ordinary white earthenware ... nis 

Ditto, of white porcelain ... see 

Candlesticks of ordinary white earthenware 

Ditto, of white porcelain ... is ats 

Soda water bottles . 

(White bottles and bottles with patent stop- 
pers pay, according to both the old and new 
Tariffs, a surcharge of 25 per cent. ad val.). 

3098 | Tobacco, not Havana, in leaves, or cut, except Kilog. 

that of Paraguay. 


{N. B.—A copy of the new Argentine Valuation Tariff (in the 
original Spanish) has been received at the Board of Trade, and may 
be seen on application at the Intelligence Branch of the Commer- 
cial Department of the Board, Nos. 49 and 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., on any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m |} 


Tariff 

No. 

18:00 | 20:00 
2:50 1:50 
2:50 2:50 . 
17:00 | 15:00, 
1-00 1°50 
1-00 0-90 
014 010 - 
C10 012: 
0-15 012°" 
0-45 0:36 
0:02 0:03 
0°50 0:30 
050 0°69 
1:20 1:00 
1:20 2-00 
O15 0°50 
0-15 012 
0°60 0°50 
0°50 0°60 

| 0-60 0-70 
3°00 2°80 
16°00 | 1200 
| 45°00 | 40-00 
20:09 | 18:00 
| 6:00 5:00 
| 10°00 8°50 
1:00 1:50 
| 2°00 
| 0°60 0°50 
| 0:80 0°60 
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BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 


According to a Parliamentary paper just issued (Africa No. 4), the 
The Uganda Uganda Railway has been opened for public 
Rallwey. traffic for a distance of 362 miles, out of an 
estimated total length of 583 miles. Earth- 
works in advance in the Great Rift Valley are ready for another 
50 miles. Temporary means for lowering materials down the 
Kikuyu Escarpment are ready. Final surveys and sections have 
been completed for the whole length. Materials for permanent 
way are in Africa for 155 miles beyond those laid, and the early 
supply of materials for the balance required has been arranged. 
Bridge-work is supplied, or is under supply, for all requirements 
up to the foot of the Mau Escarpment, and detailed plans for the 
remainder will shortly be in the possession of the Committee. 

The whole number of locomotives estimated for has been 
delivered, also four-fifths of the rolling-stock, the remainder of the 
latter being under supply. The greater part of the materials, also 
plant and tools, for the locomotive workshops, have been delivered, 
and the buildings are in progress. 

The results obtained from working the length opened for traffic 
are as follows:—The gross receipts from Government and general 
traffic, quite apart from the traffic due to the carriage of stores, 
&c., for construction purposes, already exceed 4/. per mile per 
week, and are steadily increasing as successive lengths are opened. 
On this basis the traffic would be more than double the 
amount estimated in the 1893 Report, which, for the completed 
line to the Lake, was taken at 61,000/. per annum, or about 
1l. 15s. per mile per week. When the railway is complete to the 
Lake, and properly equipped with steamers for continuing the 
traffic across the Lake, a much larger traffic than now obtains may 
with confidence be expected. 


RUSSIA. 


H.M, Commercial Agent in Russia, in a report to the Foreign 
Office, says that the “ Archangel Government 
Proposed Railways. Gazette” of 12th/25th March, 1900, states that 
in connection with the transfer to the State of the 
Archangel-Yaroslav-Moscow Railway the State Council is con- 
sidering the general question of the construction of a new northern 
railway system, including that of the St. Petersburg-Viatka line. 
The ‘Industrial World” of 12th/25th March, 1900, with reference 
to the same subject, quoting from Nishni-Novgorod papers, states 
that two French syndicates of capitalists would willingly take over 
the concession for the proposed railway, in connection with a line 
to Nishni-Novgorod, and that Engineer Paillard and Dr. Count 
Cologne, representatives of the said syndicates, are expected in 
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Nishni-Novgorod to discuss the question of the formation of a 
Russo-French Company to effect the above objects. H.M. Com- 
mercial Agent notes that the representative of a London syndicate 
left St. Petersburg last month, after spending six weeks there 
examining and discussing the plans for this St. Petersburg-Viatka 
line. 

H.M. Commercial Agent also reports that M. Gette, an engineer, 
has organised an expedition to survey the site for the construction 
of a railway from Ovdorsk on the Obi to Bielkovski Bay on this 
side of the Yugorski Shar, or, in other words, to join the Obi-by 

‘vail with the navigable Northern Ocean, thus avoiding the 
dangerous Kara Sea, through which all the British vessels bound 
last year for the Obi or Yenisei were unable to pass, one being lost 
in the ice and the remainder having to return as they were with- 
out accomplishing the object of the voyage. The great loss thus 
incurred has brought to the front again the idea, not a new one, 
of doing away with the Kara Sea route by a railway as described 
above. 


RUSSIA—SIBERIA. 

A Russian Agency telegram, dated Haborovsk, 19th March / 
The Trans- Ist April, and published in the “Moscow 
Baikal Line. Viedomosti” of 20th March / 2nd April, 1900, 

states that the bridge. over the Selenga has 
been tested, and, after a religious service, was opened for train 
traffic on 14th/27th March. ‘Thus all obstacles to the continuous 
working of the 'T'rans-Baikal line from Lake Baikal to Stretensk 

are removed. 


FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at Bordeaux reports that, as many steamers which 
Legal Decisions take in the Adour discharge their cargoes at ‘ 
ffecting oucau-Bayonne, and as disputes frequently 
arise between shipmasters and merchants, it 
Shipowners. will be of interest to shipowners to know that 
the Court of Appeal at Pau, by its decision of 31st May, 1898, 
annulled the decision of the Tribunal of Commerce of Bayonne of 
17th December, 1897, which condemned the merchants to pay the 
steamer “ Craigendoran” the sum of 1,059 frs, for delay occasioned 
by refusing to discharge the steamer at any other berth than the 
one designated, viz., La Bréche Boucau, which the steamer was’ 
obliged to quit during three days owing to bad weather. This 
decision considerably affects British steamers, which are frequently 
delayed during bad weather, as they have no option but to 
B 
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indemnify the merchants for discharging or loading at a safe berth 
or else to wait for an improvement in the weather. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,415.) 


H.M. Consul at Bordeaux reports that the “ Société des Chantiers 
Revival of Maritimes de Bordeaux” have received: an 
Shipbuilding i order for six steel sailing vessels of 3,200 tons 
ipbuilding in 5. 
the Girona each. This will probably inaugurate a revival 
eine teeintteeaannal of shipbuilding in the Gironde, and give em- 
ployment to a great many labourers who have been for some time 
idle. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,415.) 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 

asi of a despatch from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, 
oe oe forwarding a Decree just promulgated respect- 
» ing the navigation dues to be imposed in the 
and Miquelon. colonies of St. Pierre and Miquelon. ‘This 
Decree approves the following resolutions of the Administrative 
Council of St. Pierre and Miquelon :— 

Article 1.—The bases on which all navigation charges in St. 
Pierre and Miquelon are to be collected are established as follows : 

Article 2.—Kvery French or foreign vessel anchoring in the 
territorial waters of the colony shall be liable to the payment of 
navigation dues. 

Article 3.—Every French or foreign vessel of from 15 to 20 tons 
shall pay an annual tax of 25 fr. 

Article 4.--Every French or foreign vessel of more than 20 tons 
engaged in fishing or any other kind of navigation shall pay an 
annual tax of 2 fr. per ton. 

Article 5.—Every French or foreign vessel simply calling at a 
port and not landing cargo shall pay an annual tax of 1 fr. 35 ¢. 
per ton. 

Article 6.—-Vessels laden exclusively with “bottte”’ (sicin original) 
are exempt from all navigation dues. 

Article 7.—-The captain of every vessel liable to the payment of 
dues must make his declaration to the Customs within 24 hours of 
his arrival. 

Article 8.—Captains of foreign vessels may be represented at the 
Customs by local traders, but the latter by simply agreeing to act 
as such render themselves responsible to the Customs for the dues 
to which the vessel is liable. 

Article 9.— Any contravention of the preceding articles is punish- 
able by a fine of 100 fr., without prejudice to the payment in full 
of the duties leviable. 
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ITALY. 


H.M. Consul at Milan reports that the experiment in electric 
Electric Traction traction on railways made by the Mediterranean 
on Raiiways. Railway Company on its line from Milan to 
Monza, with accumulators, revealed certain 
serious defects which necessitated some considerable changes, 
and a partial and temporary suspension of the service. It is, 
however, believed that the modifications now in course of applica- 
tion will be entirely efficacious, and that the system of accumulators 
will prove to be best adapted to short distance journeys. 

This company is now about to try an experiment on a much 
larger scale on its line from Milan to Gallarate, and thence to, 
Varese, Lavens, and Arona, about 73 miles of rail. The hydraulic 
power for producing electricity will be obtained from the River 
Ticino, at Tornavento, where the necessary works are to be com- 
menced immediately. 

The system to be adopted is that of the third rail, which is 
already working satisfactorily in the United States, but over much 
shorter distances. The electric current will be transmitted to the 
third rail at a tension of 600 volts. 

The electrical apparatus required for the trains has already 
been ordered, and is to be delivered in April next year. The 
carriages themselves will be built at the Mediterranean Railway. 
Company’s own works. 

Contemporaneously, the Adriatic Railway Company will apply 
the trolley system on its line from Lecco to Chiavenna and Sondrio, 
66 miles of rail. The hydraulic power will be derived from the 
River Adda, near Morbegno, and the overhead wire will be 
supplied with a current at a tension of 3,000 volts. ; 

In this case the electrical machinery ‘has been ordered from a 
Hungarian firm, and is to be delivered at about the same time as 
that 3) the Mediterranean company. (Foreign Office, Annual Series 
2,413 


NICARAGUA. 


The “New Orleans Picayune ” for 4th April . last says that 

the Nicaraguan Government recently entered 
gy oe at into a contract with Mr. T. M. Solomon, 
a President of the Bluefields Lumber Company, 


for the construction of a new wharf and other large and modern 

Government buildings at Bluefields to replace those now in use. 

General Guerrero, Governor of the District, is reported to have 

decided to expend on these improvements sums of money approxi- 

mating 50,000 dols. United States currency, the plans having been 

approved by President Zelaya. A new wharf and modern conyve- 
B2 
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niences have been greatly needed for several years. Under 
existing conditions only one ship at a time can land cargo at the 
Government dock, and there is only sufficient room to discharge 
one hatch at a time. What is wanted is a dock which will 
accommodate at least two ships at full length. These improve- 
ments are included in Mr. Solomon’s contracts. 

The outside edge of the wharf comes within the limits of the 
channel, which has some 20 or 30 feet of water, and the turn of the 
tides creates a current there which runs like a mill race through 
the narrow opening. This is one of the greatest impediments 
which the contractor will have to encounter, and this, together 
with the difficulty of securing suitable piles, necessitates a large 
expenditure of funds. 


BRAZIL. 


According to the ‘“‘ Bulletin of the Bureau of American Republics,” 
, the Central Commission of Brazilian Coffee 
Growers (Centro da Lavoura do Café do Brazil) 
has announced that the Austrian Lloyd and 


Austrian Lloyd. Royal Hungarian Adriatic Steamship Com- 


panies, trading regularly between Brazilian ports and the ports of 
Fiume and Trieste, have agreed to make a special reduction of 
50 per cent. on the freight rates of all coffee shipped by the above- 
named commission to the ports indicated, and also to the ports of 
the Mediterranean, Adriatic and Black Seas. 

At a meeting of the commission held at Rio de Janeiro on the 
14th February, 1900, it was resolved to adopt a special mark or 
stamp to be placed on coffee destined for export by the Com- 
mission. The stamp is to be in the form of a star. On 
the points of the star are to be engraved the names of 
those States of Brazil which are the largest producers—Sao 
Paulo, Rio, Minas Geraes, Espirito Santo, and Bahia. The 
centre !contains the word “ Brazil,” and just below is reserved a 
space to affix the name of the particular State in which the coffee 
in the respective receptacles was produced. 


CHINA. 

A report dated 26th February last, by the American Minister at 
Railways in Pekin, states that the Tientsin-Shanhaikuan- 
North Chins Newchwang branch of the Chinese Imperial 

Railway is completed. The distance from 

Tientsin to Newchwang is 348°63 English miles. The line from 

Tientsin to Chinchow, 268°63 English miles over which trains 

have been running for some time, is said to pay 14 per cent. on 
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the whole capital invested. It is expected that when the entire 
line is open the road will yield a return of 30 per cent. 

The Chinese Eastern Railway (Russian), which is now completed 
from Port Arthur as far north as Moukden, is connected with 
Newchwang at Ta-shi-chiao. Owing to the danger of running 
trains in China during the night, the time between Port Arthur 
and Pekin will be about three days. 

The Russians are working with considerable activity to finish 
the road from Moukden to Vladivostok, and it is thought that 
Russia’s two great strategic points in the far East—Port Arthur 
and Vladivostok—will be connected by rail not later than August 
next. 

Trains are now running over the Siberian Railway as far East 
as Stretensk, on the river Shilka, a tributary of the Amur, from 
which place the river route must be used to arrive at Khabarovsk, 
whence the Uszuri section of the railway runs to Vladivostok, thus 
completing for the present the great enterprise begun in 1891, and 
establishing uninterrupted steam communication between Western 
Europe, St. Petersburg, and the extreme eastern limits of the 
Russian Empire on the Pacific coast. At present: the schedule 
running time is: St. Petersburg to Lake Baikal, nine days ; Lake 
Baikal to Stretensk, three days; by river to Khabarovsk, six days; 
and to Vladivostok, one day; total 19 days. The section of line 
between Stretensk and Vladivostok is now partly completed, and 
it is expected that the whole line will be open in about 18 months. 


TRADE NOTES. 
MINING, METALS, AND MACHINERY, 


BRITISH GUIANA, 


The output of gold in British Guiana from 1st January to 31st 
March last, according to the Demerara 
Gold Output 
lst Quarter, 1980 Argosy,” of 5th ult., amounted to 20,923 ozs. 
os , * 9 dwts. 3 grs., yielding a royalty of (at 70 
cents an ounce) 14,646°42 dols. The output for the corresponding 
period of 1899 amounted to 21,085 ozs. 6 dwts. 16 grs., yielding a 
royalty (at 90 cents an ounce) of 18,976°80 dols.; that is, there a 
been a loss of 4,330 dols. to the Revenue in the shape of royalty 
on this year’s transactions. As usual, the Potaro district is the 
largest yielder, and the Cuyuni next best, the respective figures 
for the first three months of this year being 5,458 ozs. and 
3,796 ozs, 
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VICTORIA. 


According to a notice received at the Board of Trade from the 
Yield of Gola Office of the Agent-General for Victoria, a cable 

f og has been received from the Mines’ Department, 
Melbourne, announcing that the yield of gold 


for the Colony of Victoria for the past four months (January— 
April, 1900) was 216,744 ozs. 


PERU. 


A despatch to the “ Public Ledger” of Philadelphia, from Lima, 
™ states that native and foreign mine owners and 
pene ag capitalists have formed a company, known as 
ining District. the ‘“Corrapso Tunnelling’ Association” to 
drain the celebrated Rumihallana mining 


district. This work is to be done pursuant to plans approved by 
the Government in 1877. The company has deposited 10,0001. 
with the Home Debt Bureau as a pledge that the work will begin 
within. four months and be finished within four years. The 
company is to receive 20 per cent. of the product of the drained 
district from the miners. 


ETHIOPIA. 


The “Politique Coloniale” of Paris in its issue of the 30th ult. 
states that coal mines have been discovered at 
Coal Mines. Débrélibanous by M. Comboul, an engineer 
making a journey of exploration in Ethiopia. 
The lignite mine which it is proposed to exploit first is said to be 
of vast extent. An experimental cutting, 20 metres by 300, was 
made and the lignite was found to be of good quality and to burn 
readily. M.Comboul had some large pieces of iron forged on the 
spot, for the mine is fortunately in close proximity to a very rich 
deposit of iron ore. The Débrélibanous lignite will have to be 
quarried out as the scarcity of wood in the district precludes the 
possibility of working it by means of galleries, There will, how- 
ever, be no difficulty in the way of storing the coal in the open air 
and transporting it to Addis-Ababa. The quarry is fifteen hours 
journey from the capital, mules being used for transport. The 
country is fairly level, and a cart road or a light railway could 
be ‘constructed rapidly at small cost. Other lignite mines are 
reported to exist at Ankober. 
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According to —— received at the Board of Trade from the 
: ndia Office, the woollen industry in India 
wer a expands but slowly, compared with the ex- 
. pansion of cotton and jute mills. There were 
only four mills at work at the close of 1899—one at Cawnpore, one 
at Dhariwal in the Panjab, one in the city of Bombay, and one at 
Bangalore—containing 22,506 spindles and 578 looms. The 
capital employed in it is also relatively small, amounting only to 
Rx. 445,000. Only two of the mills, those at Cawnpore and 
Dhariwal, are of importance, the capital of these two concerns 
(Rx. 320,000) representing nearly three-fourths of the whole.’ 
These two mills weave cloth for the use of the army and police, 
and generally articles of more or less superior quality, using for 
the purpose an admixture of Australian wool. There is, however, 
not much demand in India for woollen goods except for descriptions 
which could hardly be profitably made in India in competition’ 
with the European mills, and any large expansion of the industry’ 
can hardly be anticipated. 

There are in various places factories for the weaving of carpets 
and rugs, and of pattu and pashmina, but, though these industries 
are in the aggregate extensive, they are individually small, and 
the weaving is done in hand-looms. 


FRANCE. 

The Lyons Chamber of Commerce has recently published statistics 
, of the manufacture of silks in that town during ' 

Lyons Silk 1 di hich th “te ge 
eeleatinn ast year, according to which the total value of, 

- silk goods made at Lyons in 1899 amounted to 

in 1890. 18,040,0001., as compared with 16,600,0000. in 
1898, showing an increase of 1,440,000/, but, says the ‘ Monde 
Economique” of 28th April, taking into account the increase in 
prices in 1899, the actual production was probably about the same 
as in 1898. ‘The following figures show the production of different 
kinds of silk goods in 1898 and 1899 :—- 


1899. 


Tissues of pure silk, plain... eee 5,028,000 
figured ... eee 956,000 

mixed with gold or silver, for the Levant...' ‘ 204,000 

other materials, plain... ...! 4,714,600 

of floss silk and foulards ... } 2,240,000 

» Of waste silk for upholstery 60,000 
Gauze and grenadine ... ‘0,03 220,000 
Crépe, China crépe and muslin wee y 2,260,000 
Tulle and lace ... ass 0 $80,600 


Metal and textile trimmings 640,600 
Chemical brushwork ... one 20,000 


0 | 18,940000. 
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UNITED STATES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
+» copy of an extract from the “ Boston Evenin 

New Cotton Mill Transcript ” of 18th ult., giving an account ft 
in RhodeIsland. +}. new 40,000 spindle Parker Mill in Warren, 
Rhode Island, which has now 550 out of 800 looms in operation. 
It is a model factory even in this section where the best 
equipped’ mills are common. Although there are no mules in 
it, it is 148 feet wide, so that four spinning frames of 272 spindles 
each may stand lengthwise across the fine spinning room. The 
absence of. mules in the mill is notable. Yarns varying from 
Nos. 80 to 110 will be used, and the management considers frames 
well able to do the work required usually of mules and hitherto 
considered indispensable in fine goods manufacture. It is note- 
worthy, too, that more than two-thirds of the spinners already 
employed are young men instead of young girls. The looms are 
all on the lower floor of the three-storied main structure, and all the 
shafting and pulleys for driving them are located in a well-lighted 
basement.. This leaves the weaving room clear of belt. obstruction, 
besides increasing the light materially. All of the windows in the 
weaving room are fitted with corrugated glass which admits plenty 
of light but does not permit the workers to see through. The 
cards used are of American manufacture and are located in a room 
separated from the other parts of the carding department by a 
glass partition. This is an innovation, and has much merit in the 
opinion of manufacturers, because it separates a dusty process 
from the place where combing is done. There are 48 combing 
machines in the mill, and it is designed to use nothing but the, 
highest grades of American and Egyptian cottons. 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The average prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, 
as received from the inspectors and officers of 


Corn Prices. Excise in the week ended the 12th inst., were 
as follow:— 
Wheat ... woe 
Barley ... ove 248, 10d. 


For further particulars see p. 361. 


A statement is published on p. 363, showing the quantities of the 

;_ various descriptions of agricultural produce 
pe ter imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural. Uce. week ended the 12th inst.; as well as of the: 


imports during the corresponding week of 1899, 
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TURKEY. 


The ‘“ Levant Herald” of 15th ult. states that although large 
; forests of boxwood exist in the vilayets o 
seit ae Kossovo and Monastir, this trade Wan little 
known in the Salonica market until quite 
recently. During ‘the month of March last 
two large shipments have been made to Liverpool, and the owners 
of the forests are preparing to work them on a larger scale. . 
Walnut tree burrs, which have become extremely rare in 
Turkey, are now being cut in the caza of Gumuldjina. Several 
important parcels of burrs and walnut tree trunks have been 
shipped during March at Dedeaghatch for Marseilles. 


from Salonica. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of a of cotton imported into the = Kingdom 
sai uring the week ended the 10th inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 41's) and the number imported during the 
19 weeks ended the 10th inst. was 1,512,006. As’ regards 
exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 10th inst., 8,823 
bales, and for the 19 weeks, 143,206. 
For further details and also for the monthly cotton statistics, 
see p. 362, 


The values of the total quantity of fish returned as landed on Rep 
: -.4:,,. coasts of the British Isles during the month o 
April, 1900, were as follows :— 


English and Welsh Coasts ... su on 597,468 
Scotch Coasts Me oat 107,102 
Irish Coasts ... 34,411 


Detailed statistics showing the kinds of fish landed, and giving 

articulars for the four months ended April, will be found for 
Fingland and Wales on p. 364, for Scotland on p. 365, and for 
Ireland on p. 366. 


A formal investigation was held at Wellington on the 4th instant 
ni into the circumstances attending the explosion 
ere of a boiler on the Meeson Hall Estate, Bolas 
ieeintiniten Aah Magna, near Wellington, on the 27th March 
— last, whereby loss of life ensued. 


The boiler was one of the vertical type and, with an engine, was 
supplied to the occupier of the estate in the year 1877 by a firm 
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of agricultural engineers carrying on business at Wellington. The 
boiler was not made by this firm, but they affixed a plate bearing 
_their name on the boiler. 

_ Th 1889 the property changed hands, the purchaser being a 
gentleman farmer who had no technical know ledge of boilers. 
The boiler and engine had previously been overhauled, and the 
purchaser understood that it was comparatively new. He instructed 
‘his bailiff to look after it, and gave him full authority to employ 
the engineers who supplied the boiler whenever anything was 
required, From time to time the engineers sent up a fitter to 
‘clean the boiler, and the fitter admitted that upon these occasions 
it was his duty to examine it. 

From 1889 to 1898 accounts were rendered to the owner of the 
estate for the overhaul and cleaning of the boiler, but no accounts 
were rendered to him after that date. 

In March, 1898, the boiler was cleaned by a fitter in the employ- 
ment of the engineer. At this time he examined the boiler, but 
failed to discover very serious corrosion which at that time existed 
in the fire-box. Since this date the boiler was neither cleaned 
‘nor examined. 

On the 27th March last, steam was raised for the purpose of 
diving a corn mill and oat crusher. The machines were used for 
about half-an-hour when the boiler exploded and the bailiff, who 
was attending to it at the time, was killed. 

The Court found that the explosion was caused by over- pressure, 
the fire-box being unable to withstand the pressure to which it was 
subjected at the time. It was in fact completely worn out. 

-The Court found that the owner had reason to believe that the 
boiler was periodically examined and kept in good order until 
March, 1898, but not since that date; that he had not taken 
measures to satisfy himself that the boiler was examined since that 
date ; that the boiler was not properly examined in March, 1898 ; 
and that if the fitter had made ‘a proper examination at that time 
he would have discovered the corrosion; that he had scamped his 
work, and for this neglect his employer was held responsible. 

The Court ordered the owner to pay the sum of 25/., the 
engineer to pay the sum of 25l., and the fitter to pay the sum of 
‘21., towards the costs and expenses of the investigation. 


CAPE COLONY. 

With reference to a table published on p. 446 of the “ Board of 

Mineet of Trade Journal ” for 22nd February last, showing 

~g the value of the trade of Cape Colony in 1898 
Colonial Products 

in 1899. and 1899, the following table from a recent 

number of the “Cape of Gocd Hope Govern- 

ment Gazette” gives the values of the principal articles ot colonial 
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produce exported in 1899. The exports of specie, and of ienpented 
goods re-exported, are excluded from the figures given below :— © 


Exports of Colonial Produce from Cape Colony in 1897, 1898 and 1899. 


Articles, 1897. 1898. 1899. 

Copper ore ... 300,772 262,830 446,985 
Diamonds* ... 4,454,373 4,566,897 8,806,645 
Feathers (ostri ch) .. 605,058 748,565 842,000 
Gold* (raw) 5 10,991,926 15,394,442 13,815,683 
Hair, viz., Angora ... 676,644 647,548 779,899 
Hides (ox and. —_ 217,754 199,543 34,012 
Goat skins ... 87,423 104,524 102,324 
Sheep skins . 208,990 244,411 271,916 
Wool.. 1,496,779 1,766,940 2,183,904 
Other articles 136,339 176,983 219,050 

Total 19,176,061 24,112,483 | 22,502,448 


ae amonds and raw w gol ‘from all South Africa through Cape Colony. 


RUSSIA. 


The “ Industrial World” of St. Petersburg of 8th April states that 

Potato Starch potato starch works’ owners are or- 

: .. ganising a union and agencies with the object 

Works in Russia. or dey eloping the sale abroad and at home, the 
production of starch continually increasing of late. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
New Boute for from Mr. Henry Cooke, British a 
the Export of Agent in Russia, a translation from the 
«Gommercial and Industrial Gazette,” of St. 
Petersburg (the official organ of the Ministry 
- Finance of Russia), for 50th March/12th April last, of an article 
“The White Sea International Route,” the substance of a 
pol on which route, by Mr. Cooke, was given in the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 25th January last, p. 195. The article states 
that the Commission which has been sitting at St. Petersburg has 
worked out a plan of agreement and Tariff for these new routes, 
which have been named “'The White Sea International Route.” 
‘The participators in this route are the Siberian, Perm, and Moscow- 
Baroslav-Archangel Railways, and certain steamship companies. 
The chief article of export is grain from the stations of the 
Siberian Railway, the Ekaterinburg-Cheliabinsk, Perm-Viatka and 
Lukianovski lines, and the stations of the Moscow Archangel 
Railway. The grain has to be addressed to the Archangel Trans- 
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port Office for export abroad. For this grain the railways issue 
export Tariffs, and the steamship companies along the Dwina charges 
for freight from Kotlass to Archangel, including loading expenses, 
3°5 copecks the pood of wheat, and the ocean steamship companies 
12-5 copecks the pood from Archangel to London or Rotterdam, 
besides which, the usual supplementary charges are 0°80 copecks 
the pood for arranging the export and sale abroad. Those lots of 
grain about 360,000 poods already received at the Siberian Railway 
stations for export to London with the promise of delivery at last 
year’s rates, will be carried at 11 copecks the pood. ‘The rise in 
freights this year is explained by the general dearness of coal and 
by the Transvaal War, which engages a considerable portion of 
the English mercantile marine. Besides wheat, the Tariff will 
include oats, rye, flax, hemp, oil, and wocl, as goods possible to 
export from Siberia, while other goods may be carried by mutual 
agreement. 

The agreement and Tariffs arranged by the Commission will 
shortly be laid before the Ministries of Finance and Ways for 
approval. 


The “Industrial World” of St. Petersburg of 12th/25th March, 1900, 

a states that the State Council is now considering 

, a the revisal of the general Customs regulations, 

Regula: . three meetings of the departments concerned. 

having been already held. It is proposed to abolish various 

formalities at present standing in the way of international com- 
mercial intercourse. 


The emigration movement to Siberia continues increasing. A few 

In. : days ago a large party of peasants left from the 

Volinski t, and t 
igration to ons 1 government, an now peasan Ss are 
Siberi emigrating from the governments of Orloff, 
Kursk, and Kherson. The “ Novoe Vremia” 


tells of entire crowds starting for the Ural district and for the 
Caucasus. ‘The “ Youg” (South) also refers to the increasing 
emigration movement among the peasants of the South. 


The “Industrial World” of St. Petersburg of 5th/18th March, 
1900, states that with the assistance of their 


ee taral Governments, German and Austrian manu- 
Exhibiti ¢  facturers of agricultural machinery and imple- 
SER ments intend to arrange constant exhibitions of 
Foreign Goods. 


their goods in prominent agricultural centres of 
Russia, with offices for the booking of orders at manufacturers’ 
prices, as the demand for foreign agricultural machinery in 
Russia is increasing considerably. 


350 
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SWEDEN. 


The Board of ‘Trade has received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
of a report from H.M. Legation at Stockholm 

Wood and h 
Match on the wood industry of Sweden, accompanied 
Industries by a description of a recent invention connected 
: with the making of matches by which, it would 
appear, the risks accruing to the user from involuntary or 
accidental ignition are largely diminished. The report states that: 
next to food, wood is the most important article as regards value 
of produce, 1,531 establishments are engaged in this industry, 
with 62,955 workpeople and a total value of produce amounting to 
10,833,3001., being about 22 per cent. of the total. produce of 
Swedish factories. Under this heading are saw and wood-pulp 
mills, joinery establishments, and match factories, all very 

important as regards exports. 
The following table shows the production in Sweden :— 


= | Production. | Imports. Exports. 
| Standards, | Standards, | Standards, 
Planks and battens... 11,027 250 572,331 
Boards, not planed 425,976 1,224 349,765 
” planed ... 155,176 96,956 
Ends of planks and boards | 88,842 1,781 85,083 
Inferior wood ... 7,006 — 3,084 
Firewood, red and white 158,683 9,286 3,468 
Other kinds 10,723 12,777 11,809 
| Tons. Tons. Tons, 
Cellulose, dry ... ee; 114,414 441 77,603 
” ove | 37,016 7,930 
Wood-pulp, mechanical dry... weet 73,167 18 47,098 
22,200 430,111 


The report also states that even if the saw mills and the match 
factories have reached their highest point, the former through the 
destruction of the Nordland forests, and the latter through the 
scarcity of aspen wood, the pulp mills and joinery establishments 
can nevertheless go on developing. i 

The great Swedish joinery establishments engaged in export 
trade are not numerous and as for wood pulp the demand for it is 
almost universal and insatiable. 

With regard to the manufacture of matches Messrs. John Landin 
and A. Jernander, engineers, have apparently solved the problem 
of inventing a non-poisonous match, which can take the place of 
phosphorus matches and permit their prohibition. 

Like phosphorus matches the new match can be lighted without 


| 


352 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [May 17, 1900. 


Trade Notes. 


a prepared surface, by simple friction on walls, floors, &c., and is 
said to be better than the phosphorus match in not being so easily 
spoiled by humidity. 

The new match only catches fire at 255°c¢. In the making of 
these matches, the inventors use materials which make the wood 
burn slowly, and without explosion. The price will, it is stated, 
be lower than that of safety matches, as they do not require the 
packing of the latter. The rights of the new invention have 
already been secured by patent in most countries. 


GERMANY. 

A report from the French Ambassador in Berlin, published in 
the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” for the 
— 9. 10th inst., states that, according to recently issued 
statistics, ‘the number of German emigrants leaving 
Hamburg last year was 10,660, and the number leaving Bremen 
9,126. Besides the emigration from these ports, a number of 
German emigrants embarked at foreign ports, making in all a 
total of 23,740, or about 1,500 more than in 1898. Of the total, 
19,000 went to the United States, 1,976 to other American 
countries, and 548 to Africa. During last year, a large number of 
foreign emigrants embarked in German ports for their destinations. 
In particular, 30,941 Russians sailed from Hamburg and 26,453 
from Bremen—57,394 in total. From Austria 37,000, and from 
Hungary 32,800 emigrants passed through Germany. The total 
number of foreign emigrants embarking at German ports last year 

was 150,646, of whom 105,151 were bound for the United States. 


FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at Bordeaux reports that British trade with that place 
British Trade 1". 1899, appears to have been more consider- 

. able than in previous years, but any increase 
with Bordea was in exports from Bordeaux, and not to the 
same extent in imports. Great Britain and her colonial trade are 
considerably handicapped by the imposition in France of additional 
duties in the form of surtaxes applicable to products of a non- 
European country imported from a country in Europe. England is 
naturally the central market for her colonial produce as France is for 
hers, yet all produce of British colonies or of foreign countries im- 
ported from Great Britain, as also, it is true, from other European 
countries, are charged with this surtax. Thus Canadian | produce, if 
it comes direct to France, pays a lower duty than if it is imported 
via England. The result is the encouragement of direct lines of 
French steamers to non-European countries, and the discourage- 
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a of refineries: and factories, except in France, where raw 
material, the produce of other countries, may be worked up. : 

In the Bordeaux trade the United States appears to be the 
principal rival of Great Britain, and there is no doubt a very 
marked increase in the imports of agricultural machinery and_ of 
other machinery from the United States which formerly came 
from the United Kingdom. 

Moreover the “suriawe dentrepét” encourages the direct 
importation of American goods, which were “formerly to a 
large extent imported via the United Kingdom. The only 
articles not affected in this manner are wool in bulk, and skins 
from Australia, the Cape, and India, cotton grown in Tndia, jute, 
aloes, and other vegetable fibres, and Ceylon plumbago. As a 
glaring example of the “surtae,” it may be mentioned that 

dian, Ceylon, and other teas imported via England pay 
60 fr. the 100 kilos. (24s. the cwt.), in addition to the duty of 
208 fr. the 100 kilos, (41. 3s. 4d. the ewt.). 


The importation of tea in 1899 increased byjust one ton. This is not 
as it should be, and those interested in British 
Shippers of colonial and Indian teas should be on the alert. 
Indian T. The teas at present obtainable in France are, as 
es Sy a general rule, of wretched quality and flavour, 
and are sold at ridiculously high prices. British merchants, who 
already supply Ceylon and Indian teas to France, should make 
arrangements to ship their teas direct, so as to escape the 
“surtaxe d’entrepét,’ mentioned above, levied on teas imported viv 
the United Kingdom. (Loreign Office, Annual Series, 2,415.) 


Advices to 


The ‘“‘ Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce” of 26th April 
publishes the text of a law fixing the legal rate 
of interest in France which recently been, 
Interest. promulgated. ‘The law reads as follows:— 
Article 1.—The legal rate of interest in France is to be 4 per. 
cent. in civil matters, and 5 per cent. in commercial matters. ; 
Article 2.—The following articles of the civil code are modified. 
and amplified as follows :— 

“ Article 1,153.—Damages resulting from delay in the execution 
of obligations limited to the payment of a certain sum of money 
shall be limited to the payment of the rate of interest fixed by law, 
so far as the rezulations peculiar to commercial affairs and caution 
money are not concerned. 

“To obtain the aforesaid damages and interests the creditor is 
not bound to prove any loss on his part. 

“They are due only from the date fixed for payment, except in 
cases where the law provides that they shall be paid for the whole 
period (les a fuit courir en plein droit). 
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“The creditor who has suffered prejudice independent of the 
delay in payment by the bad faith of a debtor, may obtain damage 
and interest distinct from the interest arising from the delay in 
payment. . 

“ Article 1,904.—A borrower failing to return articles lent or 
their value at the time agreed, is liable for interest from the day 
of summons or legal request.” . 

Article 3.—Provisions not in accord with the present law are 
abrogated. 


ITALY. 


An enterprise, similar to the Edison works at Paderno, where a 

force of some 13,000 horse-power is derived 
from the river Adda, and employed for produc- 
ing electricity, which is carried by overhead 


Production of } = cable to Manzo and Milan, but on a larger 
Electricity. scale, is now on the eve of completion in 
Northern Italy. 


- A Report of H.M. Consul at Milan (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,413) states that the “Societa Lombardia per distribuzione 
di energia Elettrica,” a company formed in 1897 with a capital of 
320,000/., recently increased to 400,0001., obtained a concession 
from the Government on the River Ticino, at Vizzola, some miles 
below its issue from Lake Maggiore, and immediately set about 
constructing works for the development of hydraulic force of no 
less than 20,000 horse-power (theoretical), which will give 10,000 
effective horse-power of electric energy for industrial purposes, 
after making full allowance for loss in transmission. 

Since the works were begun the sanction of the Government 
has been obtained to a project for the construction of a movable 
dam across the river some distance higher up, which would enable 
the company to increase its volume of water, and allow of the 
same being constantly maintained during all seasons of the year. 
The theoretical hydraulic power would then be 24,000 and the 
effective electric energy 12,000 horse-power. This dam has not 
yet been commenced, but the works have been constructed on 
the basis of the larger supply of water. For the present only 
seven turbines of 2,000 and two of 220 horse-power each have 
been put up. There are seven generating dynamos, three phase, 
alternating current, of a capacity of 1,650 kilo-watts at a tension 
of 11,000 volts and two exciters, continuous current of a capacity 
of 145 kilo-watts at a tension of 110 volts. 

Five of the larger, as well as the two smaller turbines, have 
been made in Milan by Riva Monneret & Co., the same firm 
which made the seven turbines of 2,160 horse-power each now 
working at Paderno for the Edison Company. The other two 
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cvme from Germany. The dynamos and all the other electrical 
plant have been supplied from Germany. 

It was originally intended to bring all this electric energy into 
Milan, a distance of 25 miles, but the whole of it has now been 
disposed of in and-about the manufacturing towns of Gallarate, 
Busto, Arsizio, Legnano, and Sarsuno, ‘which lie between Vizzola 
and Milan, a district which already, for the cotton industry alone, 
uses steam to the extent of 10,000 horse-power. 

The price varies according to the importance of the supply 
required, but the average at which the whole of this force has 
been contracted for, is 4/. 4s. per kilo-watt per annum for use 
during 12 hours a-day, Firms working 24 hours a-day only pay a 
very slight increase. 

The electric current will be transmitted by overhead cables, 
separate cables being employed for what is required for public 
lighting purposes. 

This enterprise is said to be the most important of its kind 
in Europe. The plans are due to the initiative of Italian engineers 
and were made as far back as 1887, but their execution must be 
attributed in a large measure to the assistance of a German firm 
which has subscribed a considerable part of the capital of the 
company. 

H.M. Consul later on in his report writes as follows :—* I re- 
ferred last. year to the unwillingness of the Government to grant 
new concessions of water-power on rivers and canals to private 
enterprise and speculators. All demands for such concessions are 
now submitted to a Commission specially appointed to consider 
them, on which the railway companies are represented, and in 
every case where it is at all likely that a particular water-power 
may eventually be required by the State the demands are refused. 
The railways are nearly all owned by the Government, and are 
only leased to the companies actually working them.” 


H.M. Consul at Milan in the above report states that clear proof 
of the growing importance of industrial and 
Limited Companies. commercial enterprises in Italy is afforded by 
the following figures, which are given by a 
Roman review, the “ Rivista Politica e Parlamentare,” respecting 
the formation of limited liability companies in the last four 
years :— 


Number of 


Year. Companies registered Capital, 
during the year, 


1897 87 880,000 
1898 66 3,680,000 
1899 114 9,040,000 


Total during four years ... 242 14,320,000 


| 

1896 ake one 25 720,000 
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'_ This total capital of 14,320,000/. is spread over a variety of 
undertakings, including 1,120,000/. in insurance companies, bat 
the largest share falls to businesses connected with the production 
of electricity and electric plant. 

In addition to this and apart from the numerous private firms, 
both native and foreign, which have sprung up, foreign limited 
liability companies representing a capital of over 4,000,000/., 
have established branches in Italy. 

Of course, in the figures above quoted are included many 
private businesses already existing, which have been turned into 
limited companies, but even in these cases there has always been 
a considerable increase in the capital invested. 

It may be that, as has often happened in older States, the 
creation of new industries under the stimulus of general good 
trade has been rather overdone, and that there will be a temporary 
set-back when the tide turns, but there can be no doubt that Italy 
has an important industrial future before her, and that she offers 
a productive field for foreign capital and energy judiciously 
employed and directed. 

It is almost needless to say that the greater part of the foreign 
capital now invested in Italian industry is German and Swiss. © 


A report from the Austrian Consul at Florence, published in the 
“ Handels-Museum” of 10th May, states that 
the production of straw for brooms (saggina) in 
Tuscany in 1899 amounted to about 500 waggon 
loads ; a waggon load is about 70 quintals, or nearly 7 tons; a 
quintal contains from 5,200 to 5,500 fibres. The price per 
1,000 fibres is from 9 to 10 lire, according to length, quality 
and colour, but in the early part of last year prices rose to 14 lire 
owing to smallness of supplies. ‘The total exports in 1899 were 
valued at about 80,000/., the greater part going to England and 
Egypt, mostly in the share of finished brcoms. The cultivation will, 
it is anticipated, be extended in 1900, as the production in Tuscany, 
which is up to the present, leaving some attempts at cultivation 
in Hungary out of the question, the only district producing 
Saggina, is not sufficient to mect the demand. The headquarters 
of the trade are at Brozzi, near Florence. 


Straw for 
Brcoms. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


In a report to the Foreign Office by H.M. Consul at Trieste it is 
stated that, during 1899, industries in Dalmatia 
pop cinasoond did not show much progress, but it is hoped 
that the ground is preparing for a beiter future. 
The great “Gubavica” Falls (principally in the hands of a 


in Dalmatia. 
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Vienna company) near Almissa, on the Cetina, which can furnish 
motive power of many thousand horses, is on the point of being 
regulated; several companies have already been formed for the 
erection of various manufactories; and as the Government has 
lately constructed a wide iron bridge on the Cetina, as well as 
many roads which are putting the Primorge Littoral in easy and 
direct conjunction also with Spalato, a satisfactory development 
is anticipated. On account of want of capital and of consequent 
enterprise, the majority of the industries are in the hands of 
foreigners, (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,416.) 


GREECE. 


In a recent communication from the British Minister at Athens, 
Probable Customs of which been received by 
Tariff Chances. of Trade ft ‘om the Foreign Office, it is intimate 

g that there is some probability of several changes 
in the Greek Customs Tariff being proposed by the Greek Minister 
of Finance later on, and that the demands of those interested in 
native industries are being considered. The Minister has requested 
those interested in British trade with Greece to inform him of any 
branches of imports which might appear specially threatened. 


UNITED STATES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office a 
copy of the Report of the Committee on Inter- 
nai state and Ioreign Commerce, appointed by the 
‘ reference to a Bill authorising a Commission to 
study and report upon the commercial conditions of China and 
Japan. The Bill contemplates that the Commission shall be 
composed of representative business men selected from the five 
geographical divisions of the country. It is recommended that 
three of the Commissioners should spend at least a year in China, 
while the other two may be employed during that time in Japan, 
with the possible addition of doing work in some of the adjacent 
countries of Eastern Asia. ‘The purpose is to make it a business 
commission, the chief end in view being to gain desirable informa- 
tion and secure concessions that will result in the widening of the 
markets in the Far Kast. 


Commercial 
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URUGUAY. 


A despatch dated 29th March, 1900, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Monte- 

reporting that a Presidential Message 
has been sent to the Chambers proposing the 
imposition of consumption taxes on certain articles in order to meet 
a deficit in the Budget, which is roughly calculated at 600,000 dols. 

This deficit is caused (1) by the assignment to the Port Fund of 
the 2} per cent. additional Customs duty ; (2) by the extraordinary 
expenditure of 726,747 dols. to meet certain outstanding engage- 
ments of the previous administration, and (3) by the decrease in 
the Customs’ revenue caused by laws passed to protect native 
industries and which the message describes as frequently being 
“ well intentioned rather than prudent,” and (4) by the natural 
development of native manufactures. 

The proposed new taxes are as follows:—On refined sugar 1} 
cents per kilogram ; hulled rice 1 cent perkilogram. Native made 
wines 2 cents per litre ; imported wines, the alcoholic strength of 
which exceeds 16 degrees centesimal for every degree or fraction 
of a degree in excess, 1 cent per litre; liqueurs, bitters, 
vermouth, brandy, gin and other alcoholic drinks manufactured in 
the country up to 20 degrees “ cartier” equal to 52°5 degrees 
centesimal, 10 cents the litre, and those of greater alcoholic 
strength in proportion. Montevideo to be the only port at which 
foreign wines and alcoholic drinks can be introduced. 


Taxes. 


CHINA. 


The Foreign Office have received a despatch dated 5th March last, 

from H.M. Minister at Peking, enclosing a 

New- statement by H.M. Consul at 
chwang in 1899. 1 to the trade of that port in 1899. 

According to this statement, in spite of numerous obstacles, 
such as a dispute between the northern and southern merchants as 
to the terms of trade payments, strikes among cargo-boats, and 
bean-mil] coolies, and the outbreak of plague in the port, the 
trade of Newchwang rose from 32,441,315 h. taels in 1898 to 
48,357,623 h. taels in 1899, an increase equal to the total annual 
value of the trade of the port a few years ago. 

This increase occurred in both imports and exports and was 
specially marked in the case of foreign goods, which were valued 
at 21,775,930 h. taels against 10,577,471 h. taels in 1898. 

Native imports showed an increase of over 1,500,000 h. taels, 
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and exports of over 3,000,000 h. taels, with a total excess of imports 
over exports of over 7,000,000 h. taels. 

In treasure, too, the import exceeded the export by over: 
5,000,000 h. taels, the figures being: Import 9,684,414 h. taels 
and export 4,670,068 h. taels. Much of the treasure was imported 
to pay for railway construction. 

For the first time in the history of the port British vessels have 
been outnumbered by another flag—the Japanese; but as regards 
tonnage the British flag still heads the list. Many of the Japanese 
vessels were employed in carrying materials for the Russian 
railway. 

The trade of Japan with Manchuria is assuming very large pro- 
portions, nearly one-half of the exports—principally bean-cake 
and beans—from Newchwang going to that country, while Japanese 
manufactured goods are finding a readier market there. The 
Customs revenue for the year amounted to 928,739 h. taels, against 
634,237 h. taels in 1898. 

The crops throughout the whole of Manchuria in 1899 were 
much above the average, and ajthough labour was scarce, owing to 
the requirements of the railways, it is anticipated that the present 
year, during which last year’s harvests will be exported, will be a 
very prosperous one for trade. 


Norr.—The average value of the h. tael was 2s. 10d. in 1898 and 3s. 03d. 
in 1899. 


REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Liverpool.—The annual general meeting of the Iron and General 
Metal Trades Section of the. Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was 
recently held in the Board room of the Chamber, Mr. Joseph 
Coventry, chairman, presiding. 

The first business was the consideration of the annual report of 
the Committee, one of the chief subjects of which was a report on 
the action taken by the section to induce the Mersey Docks 
and Harbour Board to reduce their dues on lead to the level of 
those charged on spelter. A statement of the relative charges at 
London, Newcastle, and Liverpool, was included, which showed 
that the charges on lead at Liverpool are 4s. 2d. per ton higher 
than in London, and 3s. 3d. per ton higher than in Newcastle. 
The Board had declined in August last to reduce the dues, but 
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promised to consider the matter when the next revision tock place. 
Tt was decided to ask the Board to receive a deputation from the 
trade on the subject. On the moticn of the Chairman, seconded 
by Mr. William Eyre, the report was adopted. 

The general business consisted of the consideration of the action 
to be taken in the matter of the proposed revision of the Italian 
tariff law specially affecting the metal trade, recommendations 
respecting which were adopted for transmission to the Foreign 
Office ; and, secondly, of the matter of the delays experienced in 
the delivery of the South Wales mails in Liverpool, respecting 
which information was tendered. 


. Manchester—An ordinary meeting of the directors of this 
Chamber was held on the 9th inst., Mr. J. Thomson, president, in 
the chair. 

Among other business, the minutes of a sub-committee of the 
African Section were submitted with reference to official reports, 
forwarded by the Colonial Office, upon proposed harbour works 
on the Gold Coast and a projected railway from Accra to Kpong, 
on the Volta river, and the following resolutions thereupon were 
adopted by the Board :— 

“The sub-committee is of opinion that the minor improvement of 
the harbour at Accra, as suggested in the report, will be of the 
greatest benefit to the trade of the colony, and strongly recommends 
that the work should be put in hand at once, even if it should not 
be decided to proceed with the Accra-Kpong railway. The sub- 
committee also suggests that the small improvements to the existing 
landing places at Cape Coast Castle, Elmina, and Axim, as recom- 
mended on page 41 of the report, should be immediately proceeded 
with. The sub-committee is further of opinion that the proposed 
Accra-Kpong railway is a well-considered scheme, but that the 
central railway through Insuaim, as originally proposed, is of far 
greater importance and urgency. It is suggested, however, that 
the whole question of approaching and opening up the interior by 
railroads should be fully considered and the best coast terminus 
and route finally decided upon before incurring any further impor- 
tant railway and harbour expenditure.” 
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Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
12th May, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882, ;- 


— <uantities Sold. Average Price. 


Qrs. Bus @ 
Barley vee 10,417 4 24 10 


Oats eee ore eee eee eee eer 12,245 4 17 ll 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— e 


Quantities Sold, Average Price. 
Corre- 
sponding 
Week in 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 


Qrs, Bus.| Qrs. Bus| Qrs, Bus) « d | | 
1896 ».| 37,245 0 4471 4 9,288 0 $5 7 21 0 14 


1897 ...| 74,672 3 3,374 6| 9088 4 | 2711 | 20 2 | 17 7 
1898 84,476 1 3,553 10,003 7 | 4511 | 27 1 | 21 1 
1899 _,...| 76,892 0 3,236 6| 12,087 6 | 2 4 | 2il | i 9 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
-purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
“pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 


at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


and 19 Weeks ended 10th May, 1900. 


Week 19 Weeks 
ended ended 
10th May, 10th May, 
1900. 1900. 
ImPoRTs. 
(Bales.) 

No. No. 
American ove eee eee eee eee eee 84,633 1 3204,858 
Brazifi an eee eee eee eee eee 4,1 42 72,608 
East Indian ... eee oe eee eee 1,160 7,743 
Egyptian eee oe eee 4,735 212,885 

Exports, 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 

American eee eee eee ove eee 6,292 86,409 
ooo ove ove 8,823 143,206 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
12th May, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the corre- 
sponding week of the previous year. 


Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves .., 
Sheep and lambs ... me 


Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... 
Meat,preserved, otherwise than bysalting 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter... 
Margarine ... 
Cheese... 
Milk, condensed ... 
Milk and cream, fresh or preserved, 
other than condensed milk 
Eggs ... 
Poultry and game ... one 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) 
Lard 


one eee 


Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat ous “ 
Wheat-meal and flour ... 
Barley 
Oats 
Peas 
Beans = 
Maize or Indian corn 


Fruit, raw :— 
Apples... ove 
Apricots and peaches* 


Bananas* .., 
Cherries 
Gooseberries* 


Grapes ove eve 
Oranges ... { 
Plums soe ese 
Unenumersted ... ose 
Vegetables, raw :— 

Onions... 


Potatoes ... 
Tomato’sf ... 
_Unenumerated _ 


Entered by the 
bushel prior to 


900. 
Bunches, 


Entered by the 
bushel prior to 
1900. 


Tons, 
Cwts. 


Bushels. 
Cwts, 


Walon 
* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 


Week ended 
12th May, 
1900. 


9,878 
9,472 


61,292 
18,694 
9,884 


107,619 


63,995 
16,487 
28,020 


+ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 


18,648 


Correspond- 
ing week 
in 1899. 


9,510 
16,691 


63,924 
16,665- - 


£89,100 


Bushels. 
53,674 


Bushels. . 
2388) 


231,452 
404 
1 


23,622 
2/876 


203,871 
266,604 


| 
eco 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef Cwts. 79,161 
Mutton... ove n 97,888 
Salted or preserved meat:— 
Hams eee ove 88,458 44,597 
10,864 10,798 
9,469 16,052 
ia 
” 
26,731 
17,158 12,811 
434 66 
Grt, Hundr, 344 232 348,204 - 
Value £ 6.004 8,393 
Cwrts. 4.778 939° 
49,310 58,947 
Cwts, 1,036,600 1,258,700 
365,100 308,300 
237,900 246,600 
486,600 151,000 
ove ” 12,700 12,200 
ove ” 546,700 
Cwts, 
oe 82 
wits, 
| 
101 
295 702° 
6,336 55,248 
87,904 
19 
2 
166 
4,294 
2,135 2,522 
125,313 
ove 188,484 
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Statement of the Torat Quantity and Vatvr of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Enciisn and Wetsn Coasts from the fishing 

. grounds during the Month and Four Months ended 30th 
April, 1900, compared with the corresponding Periods of 

the Year 1899. 


a Arril. April. 
1900. | 1899, 1909. | 1899. 
‘ | QUANTITY. 

Cwts. Cuts. || Cwts. Cuts. 
4,332 5,263 | 457 
Turbot 3,543 4.176 || 16.897 19,272 
Prime fish not sepurately distinguished .... 1,714 1,859 9,926 10,059 

Total prmefish ... 11,047 12,783 54,799 60,720 
65,478 57,892 219,638 | 231,685 
Maddock 204,502 179,348 811,268 $33,171 
fake .. 14,963 13,373 | 22,236 
Ling 9,129 6976 | 36,520 38,343 
Mackerel. 43,710 42,771 | 51,307 50,71¢ 
Pai 67,593 59,912 236912 22 131 
ce in = 7,55 2 
Sprats 198 | “96/338 7,458 
ish not separately distinguished except shell 
ih... | 115,500 | 98,296 || 396,178 | 384,088 
ee 563,499 $97,512 |) 1,943,886 | 1,932,981 
Shell fish :-— No. No Ne 
Crabs 1,068,437 997,795 1,544,249 1,729,852 
Lobsters ° 61,402 57,674 90,439 101,760 
Oysters 2,407,000 | 2,457,000 || 12,892,000 | 13,153,000 
wts. Cwts. Owts. ‘wts 
41,673 43,484 187,326 194,845 
~ 
£ £ #8 
Brill 5,184 4.923 || 21,205 £0,437 
Soles 40,074 $3,537 —-:183,576 188,658 
Turbot ore 17,484 19,637 84,624 89,510 
Prime fish not separately distinguished ... 7,436 §,383 |, 42,212 29,772 
70,178 73,480 || 331,617 928,487 
54,214 48,686 || 179,644 180,106 
14,942 12,581 | 27,142 21,735 
Flalibut 28,44 25,970 || 60,531 58,235 
Herrings... 3,888 3,682 | 23,208 13,458 
Ling 6,899 4,820 26,548 26,055 
Mackerel 53,039 $4,402 57,258 54,525 
23 0 i 396 307 
32 7 4,769 1,963 
not separately distinguished, except shell 1 : 
94,852 75,053 || 315,245 283,275 


Total 562 957 504,013 1,979,506 1,894,064 


Crabs 
ese ove ove 10,083 9,668 |! 15,351 16,935 
5 433 54,806 
= 13,079 111660 | 50,362 45496 
34,791 | 118,414 | 123,600 


Totalvalueoffishlanded.. ...  ...| 597,468 | 538,735 | 2,097,920 | 2,017,846 


Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. ‘The ralues given 
are the actual yalues returned by the local officers at each i values given 


- 
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Fishery Statistics—Scotland. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and 
Four Months ended 30th April, 1900, compared with 
the corresponding Periods of the Year, 1899. 


|| Your Months ended 
April | ‘Apeil. 
1900. | 1899. 1900. | 1899. 
Cwts. | Cwts, ||  Cwts. Cwts 
1,858 1,330 || 4,254 4,397 
39.564 43,676 || 177,425 | 227,088 
Eel (Conger) 1,290 | 8,1 9,056 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 9,409 7,825 || 29,701 30,146 
— 65.704 421133 257,723 | £64,188 
5,387 y 
10474 | 44,902 | 41,863 
Yorsk (Tusk) 3,040 879}, 2,380 2,448 
Whiting. 8,777 5,456 |) 24,396 18,666 
— ot separately distinguished, except shell 5,039 6,877 || 16,602 19,907 
{180,501 | 144,796 || 928,967 | 889,922 
Shell fish :— ° o || N No. 
616,595 | 672,388 || 928,443 | 1,150,390 
= 40,600 47,150 189,653 | 251,177 
Cwts. wts. 
ne 8,555 11,251 48,997 61,730 
Other shell . 6,697 6,280 |) 21,503 23,996 
VALUE 
$149 Fuss 19731 10.588 
Eel (Conger) 616 443 4.6.0 4,836 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 9,310 8,202 34,699 33,027 
es 5,724 3,938 11,591 10,938: ~ 
7,767 4,702 22,372 19,081: 
iti 3,678 3,256 12,846 11,993 
h 
a ye not separately distinguished, except shell 1,461 1,960 6,552 6,207 
Total ... 99,414 87,720 496,386 435,903 
3,519" 4,177 5,277 6,896 
‘ 
: 40 95 430 991 
Mussels 600 2,590 3,206 
Other shell fish | 4,386 | 5,203 
Total 9,508 21,747 26,454 
Total valueoffishlanded.. ...| 107,102 97,222 518,133 | 462,387 


Nore. —The above f figures are subject to correction in the Annual Retwmna. 
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Fishery Statistics —Ireland. 


Srarement of the Torat Quantity and of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Iris Coasts during the Month and Four 
Months ended 30th April, 1900, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1899. 


| 
. Four Months ended 
April April. 
1900. 1899. 2. | 900 1899. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. | Cwts. Cwts 
Turbot 74 103 | 346 398 
Total prime fish ove 355 277 1,451 1,084 
Cod 3,012 1,339 19,797 18,408 
Haddock 1,087 624 5,181 6,385 
Hake... 230 490 4 1,016 
Herrings 401 382 7,449 12,980 
i 1,065 592 3,699 2,696 
Fish y distinguished, except ‘shell fish 3,379 4,164 13,619 20,372 
Total’ ... ove oso 48,905 61,721 110,314 124,063 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Oysters . 37,700 77,540 | 139,200 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
835 7,843 | 7,868 
VALUE. 
£ £ 
Soles E 938 741 4,121 2,958 
Turbot 299 400 1,338 1,628 
Total prime fish 1,237 1,141 5,459 4,586 
Cod one 2,328 768 9,798 8,666 
Haddock .. 1,168 647 4,961 5,192 
Herrings.. 130 1261 2,528 
761 387 2'545 | 3,388 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell fish ... 2,100 2,479 | 8,456 11,590 
Total ove 33,056 37,348 | 70,491 69,911 
Shell fish :— 
~Crabs ... we 166 32 168 48 
Lobsters seg : 489 301 | 742 679 
52 107 | 193 $15 
shell fish 648 157 | 2,056 1323 
Total value of fish landed ... a on io] S441 37,945 73,650 78,376 


Nore.—The = figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. . values given 
the actual valuss returned by the local officers at each place 
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Foreign Trade of the United States. 


Value of Imports into the United States distinguished according to the 
undermentioned categories during the Nine Months ended March 
1897-8, 1898-9, and 1899-1900, 


CLASSIFICATION OF ARTICLES, 


Articles of food and animals a ‘ne 

Articles in a crude condition which enter 
into the various processes of domestic 
industry .. 

Articles wholly or partially manufactured 
for use as materials in the manufactures 
and mechanic arts = 

Articles manufactured ready for con- 
sumption ... ove 

Articles of voluntary, use, luxuries, EC. 


Total ... 


Imports, free of ace 
»  dutiable . 


Total (excluding bullion and speciz) ... 
Bullion and specie ... 


ended 30th June.) 


Value of imports during the nine months 
ded March, 


ended 


Total imports... 


Articles of food and animals ‘ie aa 
Articles in a crude condition which enter 
= the various processes of domestic 


ustry 

Avades wholly or partially manufactured 
for use as materials in the manufactures 
and mechanic arts 

Articles manufactured ready for con- 
sumption ... 

Articles of voluntary use, juxuries, &e, ...| 


Total ... 


Imports, free of duty ove gee 
dutial 


” le oe oo oe eee 


Total (excluding bullion and specie) sae 


Total imports ... £ 


1897-8. 1898-9, 1899 1900, 
‘Dollars. Dollars, | Dollars. 
126,070,000 | 145,371,000 | 161,477,000 
153,678,000 | 160,425,000, 229,419,000 

51,659,000 42,689,000-) 65,957,000 
63 985,000 | 82,650,000 | 97,970,900 
59,911,000 69,538,000 | 86,745,000 
455,253,000 | 500,028,000 | 641,568,000 
218,706,000 | 218,254,000 | 278,675,000 
236,517,000 | 286,769,000 | 362,893,000 
455,253,000 | 500,023,000 | 641,568,000 
96,892,000 | 104,216,000 58,352,000 
Dollars} 551,645,000 | 604,239,000 | 699,920,000 
In Pounds sterling. 
[Dollar = 4s, 
£ £ | £ 

26,265,000 | 30,285,000 83,641,000 
32,016,000 33,422,000 47,796,000 
10,762 000 8,758,000 
13,820,000 17,219,000 20,410,000 
12'481,000 14,487,000 18,072,000 
91,844,000 | 104,171,000 | 133,660,000 
45,564,000 | 44,498,000 | 58,057 

49,280,000 | 89, 748,000 75,603,000 

94,844,000 104,171 138. 660,000. 000 

20,082,000 | 21,712 12,156,000 


114,926,000 | 125,883,000 | 145,816,000 


| 

| 

| 

| 
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Foreign Trade of the United States—Continwed. 


Value of Exports from the United States distinguished accerding 
to the undermentioned categories during the Nine Months ended 
March 1897-8, 1898-9, and 1899-1900, respectively. (Years ended 


30th June). 
Value of exports during the nine months 
ended March. 
CLASSIFICATION OF ARTICLES. 
1897-8, 1898-9, | 1899-1900, 
Domestic Exports :— Dollars. Dollars. | Dollars. 
Products of—Agriculture ... 652,454,000 | 630,044,000 | 648,498,000 
Manufactures... ose 208,788,000 2!2,879, 000 | 313,279,000 
Mining ... 14,636,000 21:301,000 28,545,000 
Forest... = = 27, ‘366, ,000 29, 595, 000 | 37,000,C00 
Fisheries ... == et. 4, 642, 000 5, 075, 040 5, 477,000 
Miscellaneous ...  ... 2'665,000 2,479,000 | | 8,780, 000 


Total domestic exports ...| 910,551,000 981,873,000 | 1,036,529.000 


Foreign produce exported... 15,355,000 16,620,000 17,292,000 


Total (excluding bullion and specie)... 925,906,000 947,993,600 | 1,053,821,000 
Bullion and specie... 56,263,000 57,359,000 | 67,832,000 
Totalexports ...  Dollars| 982,169,000 | 1,005,352,000 | 1,121,153,000 


In Pounds sterling. 
[Dollar = 4s. 2d.]} 


Domestic Exports :— £ £ 
Products of—Agriculture ... | 131,269,000 | 135,104,000 
Manufactures... ove 43,498,000 50, 600, 000 65,266,000 


3,049,000 4,438,000 5,947,000 
Forest... 5,701,000 6,166,000 7,708,000 
Fisheries ... | 67,000 1,057,000 1,141,600 
Miscellaneous ... 555,000 516,000 717,000 


Total domestic exports 189,698,000 | 194,036,000 | 215,943,000 


3,462,000 3,603,000 


Foreign proluceexported... es. 3,199,000 
192,897,000 197,498,060 | 219,546,000 


Total (excluding bullion and specie). 


Bullion and specie ... | 


11,721,000 |. 11,950,000 14,027,000 
204,618,000 | 209,448,000 | 233,578,000 


| 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
Annual Series. 

Rerorts of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and 
ynay be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fieet Street, 

No. Place, Price. 
237 Denmark (1898. Supplementary) hd. 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies sos ee ld. 

2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) 

2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) . 

) 2375 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1897-1900 ... 

2376 Naples (1899) «| 
2377 Hangchow (1898) ons ose 1d. 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) eee 8d. 
2379 Hiogo and Osaka (1898) 
2380 | Venice (1898-99) 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) .. one Pre eee? 
2382 New Orleans and District (1899) ese 
2383 Servia (1898 and 1899)... 
2386 | Netherlands (1899)... see 

2389 Para (1898-99) eee ld. 

2390 Italy (1898 and 1899) . oe | 
2391 Texas (1899) . ae 
2392 Curacoa and Dependencies (1899) 2d. 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1899)... 
2394 Charlestown and District (1899) 1d. 
2395 Coquimbo (1898) ove ase ase 4d. 
2396 Trebizond and Sivas (1899) 
2397 Japan (1899) .. ove ose 
2398 Baltimore (1899) 2d. 
2399 Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) one 14, 
2400 Germany (1899) soo) Sh. 
2101 Stockholm and East Sweedish Coast (1899) wnt 
2404 | Aleppo (1899)... pan 
2405 Palestine (1899) axe 1d. 
2406 Cadiz and District (1899) oon 2d. 
2407 Corunna and District (1899) 24d. 
2408 Patras and District one ose 1d. 
2409 Calais (1899) .. ace eee ane oe 2d. 
2410 Pireeus (1899)... one ld, 
2411 Cyclades (1899) one eee ase 1@. 
2412 | Brest (1899) ... om int 
2414 Chicago and District (1899) ose 2d. 

2415 Bordeaux and District (1899) ... wis 8a. 

2416 Trieste (1899)... ase 

2417 Leghorn Ancona (1899) <i ow 2d. 

2419 Samoa (1899)... eee ld. 

2420 | Malaga (1899) sil 3d. 

2421 | Ningpo (1899) om ld. 
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Miscellaneous Series. 

The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
a of general and commercial interest have also been issued in 
1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


519  Belgium.—Flax Industry of Courtrai... 
| ..520 | France.—Report on French Colonies... oe | 
| 521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law ...| 1d. 
522 Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... ore | 
| 523 Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis 4d. 
| 524 Germany.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for 1900 ld. 
| Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued this 4 
year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


Price. 


No. 


Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin ... 4d. 

2 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France for the 

exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ...| $d. 

3 Declaration between the United Kingdom and France’pro- 

longing for one year the Declaration of 11th December, 

' 1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 

two countries .. 4d: 

i 4 Declaration between the United “Kingdom | and the Grand 

Duchy of Luxemburg a the Reciprocal Protection 
of Trade Marks os 

5 Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 

to the Cape Spartel International gor ee 

of 31st May, 1865 we 

6 International Sanitary Convention 3d. 

7 Convention and Declaration between the United Kingdom  * 

and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 


8 Convention between the "United Kingdom, "Germany, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 
tions relating tu Samoa.. id. 

9 Treaty between the United Kingdom "and the Republic of 
‘ San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive : 
Criminals .. 1d. 
10 Convention between the United “Kingdom, Germany, and ‘ 
the United States of America, relating to the Settlement 


of Certain Claims in Samoa by Arbitration... Sta eel 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
i The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 


Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— . 

Annual. 
No. Place. Price. q 

| 286 Christmas and. oo | 14d. 
287 Straits Settlements eee eee eee eee eee 

288 | Basutoland ... on | 8d. q 

Niger Coast Protectorate eos 


2. 
3 
q 
3 
3 


